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Sir: 

Pursuant to the Appellant's earlier filed Notice of Appeal on March 19, 2007, Appellant 
hereby appeals to the Board of Patent Appeals and Interferences from the final rejection mailed 
November 1 7, 2006. Appellant submits this Appeal Brief along with the filing fee of $500.00 set 
forth in 37 C.F.R. §41 .20(b)(2). 

Also enclosed is a Claims Appendix in compliance with 37 C.F.R. § 41 .37(c)(1)(viii) and 
an Evidence Appendix in compliance with 37 C.F.R. § 41 .37(c)(1)(ix) which includes the 
reference of record as discussed in the Appeal Brief below. A Related Proceedings Appendix in 
compliance with 37 C.F.R. § 41.37(c)(1)(x) is enclosed and indicates that there are NONE. 

I Real Party in Interest 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §41 .37(c)(1)(f), due to the assignment executed on December 29, 

2000 by the inventors Jung-wan KO, Jung-kwon HEO, Jae-hoon HEO and Jung-seuk KANG 
and recorded in the United States Patent and Trademark Office at Reel 01 1404, Frame 0316, 
the real party in interest is as follows: 
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Samsung Electronics Co., Ltd. 
416, Maetan-dong, Paldal-gu, 
Suwon-city, Kyungki-do 
Republic of Korea 

II. Related Appeals and Interferences 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §41.37(c)(1)(ii), although the real party in interest has other 

appeals and interferences, none of the other pending appeals and interferences is believed to 
directly affect or be directly affected by, or have any bearing upon the decision of the Board of 
Patent Appeals and Interferences in this appeal. 

III. Status of Claims 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §41 .37(c)(1)(iii), claims 29 through 47 are pending in this 

application at the filing of this Appeal Brief. Claims 29 through 47 stand finally rejected. Claims 
29, 33, and 38 are independent claims, and claims 30 through 32, 34 through 37, and 39 
through 47 are dependent claims. 

In view of the final Office Action mailed November 17, 2006 as supplemented in the 
Advisory Action of March 8, 2007, claims 29 through 47 stand finally rejected. This Appeal Brief 
is an appeal of the finally rejected claims 29 through 47. 

IV. Status of Amendments 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §41 .37(c)(1 )(iv), an amendment to claim 29 has been filed since 

the final Office Action of November 1 7, 2006. This amendment was filed on February 1 2, 2007, 
and was entered in the Advisory Action of March 8, 2007 on filing of the Notice of Appeal on 
March 19, 2007. Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §41.37(c)(viii), a copy of the claims involved in the 
appeal is included in their present condition is included in the Claims Appendix. 

V. Summary of the Claimed Subject Matter 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §41 .37(c)(v) and without admitting to the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 

§112, paragraph 6 for any claim element in these claims, non-limiting examples from the 
specification have been incorporated to explain aspects of the invention in the independent 
claims. 
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According to an aspect of the invention as recited in independent claim 29, a reproducing 
apparatus includes a playback signal processing unit to read data from a storage medium, the 
storage medium comprising an audio area including at least one audio title set (ATS), audio data 
stored in said ATS, and catalog playback information which is stored in the audio area and which 
is related to the audio data stored in the ATS, and the storage medium further comprising a 
predetermined area other than the audio area which includes a catalog management (CMG) 
region having management information on catalog information, and a catalog title set (CTS) 
having at least one catalog title including the catalog information related to each item of the 
audio data (Paragraphs 0023-0025, 0028, 0033, and 0044 and FIGs. 1 and 3 describe a 
playback apparatus which reads an optical disk 210 using a system controller 240 and a signal 
processing unit 220. The disk 210 has a volume space 100 divided into an image information 
region 120 storing image data in catalog title sets (CTS) managed by a catalog management 
(CMG) region 121, and an audio region 130 storing audio data in audio title sets (ATS) 132-134 
managed by an audio management (AMG) region 1 31 . The AMG 1 31 further includes catalog 
playback information connecting corresponding pairs ATS and CTS during playback of the ATS); 
and a controller which reproduces the audio data and the catalog information according to the 
read catalog playback information, the catalog playback information connecting the audio data 
and the catalog information to be reproduced during reproduction of the audio data (Paragraph 
0044 and FIGs. 1 and 3 describe the system controller 240 reading the catalog playback 
information from the AMG 131 , controlling the corresponding CTS to be output from a video 
buffer 252 to be decoded by a video decoder 270 while outputting the audio from an audio buffer 
251 to be decoded by an audio decoder 260 according to the catalog playback information 
connecting the corresponding pairs ATS and CTS during playback of the ATS)). 

According to an aspect of the invention as recited in independent claim 33, a reproducing 
apparatus includes a playback signal processing unit to read data from a storage medium, the 
storage medium comprising audio data stored in a first predetermined area of the storage 
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medium with catalog playback information, and catalog information related to the audio data and 
stored in a second predetermined area of the storage medium other than the first predetermined 
area (Paragraphs 0023, 0024, 0028, and 0033 and FIGs. 1 and 3 describe a playback apparatus 
which reads an optical disk 210 using a system controller 240 and a signal processing unit 220, 
The disk 210 has a volume space 100 divided into an image information region 120 storing 
image data in catalog title sets (CTS) managed by a catalog management (CMG) region 121, 
and an audio region 130 storing audio data in audio title sets (ATS) 132-134 managed by an 
audio management (AMG) region 131. The AMG 131 further includes catalog playback 
information connecting corresponding pairs ATS and CTS during playback of the ATS); and a 
controller which reproduces the audio data and the catalog information according to the read 
catalog playback information (Paragraph 0044 and FIGs. 1 and 3 describe the system controller 
240 reading the catalog playback information from the AMG 131 , controlling the corresponding 
CTS to be output from a video buffer 252 to be decoded by a video decoder 270 while outputting 
the audio from an audio buffer 251 to be decoded by an audio decoder 260 according to the 
catalog playback information connecting the corresponding pairs ATS and CTS during playback 
of the ATS)), wherein the catalog information comprises a still picture, a sub-picture, and 
navigation information controlling the still picture and the sub-picture (Paragraph 0025 and FIG. 
1 describe the CTS 122 including still pictures in the catalogs, sub-pictures, and navigation 
information for controlling the still pictures and the sub-pictures), and the second predetermined 
area comprises a catalog management (CMG) region having management information on the 
catalog information, and a catalog title set (CTS) including at least one title catalog of the catalog 
information related to each item of the audio data (Paragraph 0025 describes the image 
information region 120 including the CMG 121 having management information for the CTS 122, 
and the CTS 122 includes the catalog information related to the ATS in the audio region 130)). 

According to an aspect of the invention as recited in independent claim 38, a method of 
playing back data for a storage medium storing audio data, catalog information related to the 
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audio data, and catalog playback information connecting the audio data and the catalog 
information to each other during playback (Paragraphs 0023, 0024, and 0028 and FIG. 1 
describe a disk 210 having a volume space 100 divided into an image information region 120 
storing image data in catalog title sets (CTS) managed by a catalog management (CMG) region 
121, and an audio region 130 storing audio data in audio title sets (ATS) 132-134 managed by 
an audio management (AMG) region 1 31 . The AMG 131 further includes catalog playback 
information connecting corresponding pairs ATS and CTS during playback of the ATS); the 
method includes while playing back the audio data obtained from an audio area, playing back 
the corresponding catalog information obtained from a catalog information area which 
corresponds to the catalog playback information obtained from the audio area (Paragraphs 
0035, 0039, and 0044 and FIGs. 1 and 3 describe the system controller 240 reading the catalog 
playback information from the AMG 131, controlling the corresponding CTS to be buffered in a 
video buffer 252 prior to reading the audio data, and outputting the CTS from the video buffer 
252 to be decoded by a video decoder 270 while outputting the audio from an audio buffer 251 
to be decoded by an audio decoder 260 according to the catalog playback information 
connecting the corresponding pairs ATS and CTS during playback of the ATS)), wherein the 
audio area includes the catalog playback information and an audio title set (ATS) in which is 
stored the audio data (Paragraphs 0025 and 0028 and FIG. 1 describe the AMG 131 in the 
audio region 130 including the catalog playback information and the ATS storing the audio data), 
and the catalog information area is other than the audio area and which includes the catalog 
information stored in a catalog title set (CTS) (Paragraph 0025 described the image information 
region 120 including the CMG 121 having the CTS 122 including the catalog information related 
to the ATS in the audio region 1 30, with the audio region 1 30 being other than the image 
information region 120). 
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VI. Grounds of Rejection to be Reviewed 

As per 37 CFR 41 .37(c)(1)(vi), the following is a concise statement of each ground of 

appeal. 

1 . Whether claims 29-47 are patentable under 35 U.S. C. §1 02 in view of Katavama 
(U.S. Patent 5,902,1 15). 

VII. Argument 

1 . Claims 29-47 are patentably distinguishable over Katayama 

In general, in order to reject a claim under 35 U.S.C. §102, the reference is required to 

disclose each element of the claim in the manner recited in the claim. In interpreting the 

reference, the Examiner is to broadly interpret the claim, but must do so within the bounds of 

reason. In re Morris . 127 F.3d 1048, 1053-55;44 U.S.P.Q.2d 1023, 1027-28 (Fed. Cir. 1997). 

Thus, while the Examiner is to avoid reading limitations from the specification into the claims, the 

Examiner should not internet claim limitations so broadh' as to contradict or otherwise render a 

limitation meaningless as would be understood by those of ordinary skill in the art. See , In re 

Cortright , 165 F.3d 1353, 1357-58; 49 U.S.P.Q.2d 1464, 1467 (Fed. Cir. 1999), In re Zletz , 893 

F.2d 319, 321-22; 13 U.S.P.Q.2d 1320, 1322 (Fed. Cir. 1989). 

In view of the above and as set forth below, there is insufficient evidence of a record that 

Katavama (U.S. Patent 5,902,1 1 5) discloses explicitly or inherently, the features of the claims in 

a manner supporting a prima facie rejection under 35 U.S.C. §102. 

A. Katavama does not disclose both an audio area and a predetermined 
area as recited in independent claims 29 and 33, and depending claims 
30-32 and 34-36. 

By way of review, claim 29 recites, among other features, "an audio area including at 
least one audio title set (ATS), audio data stored in said ATS, and catalog playback information 
which is stored in the audio area and which is related to the audio data stored in the ATS." 
Claim 29 further recites "a predetermined area other than the audio area," where the 
predetermined area "includes a catalog management (CMG) region having management 
information on catalog information, and a catalog title set (CTS) having at least one catalog title 
including the catalog information related to each item of the audio data." As such, claim 29 
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recites two distinct areas defined by their contents. 

Moreover, claim 29 further recites "the catalog playback information connecting the audio 
data and the catalog information to be reproduced during reproduction of the audio data." As 
such, claim 29 further defines information in one of the distinct areas which connects separate 
items of information stored in the separate areas. 

In contrast, Katayama discloses a single volume having both audio and video to be 
reproduced together. Specifically, the disk information file 76 includes information on sequences 
of titles to be played from within the movie or music files 78 of the same volume, and image data 
used to construct a menu to select the titles to be played. (Col. 8, line 24 to col. 9, line 14 and 
lines 22-36; FIGs. 4 and 5). While the files 78 individually include audio, video, and subpictures 
indicated by the disk information file 76, there is no indication that the disk information file 76 
controls reproduction of video in another volume on the disk having other management 
information, or that the disk information file 76 includes audio data which is reproduced with 
video and subpictures of the movie or music files 78 according to information in the disk 
information file 76. Thus, the entire volume suggested in Katayama does not meet the features 
of claim 29. 

In addition, Katayama teaches that each movie or music file 78 includes corresponding 
audio, video, and subpictures to be played together in a particular sequence 106 after being 
selected using the menu. As shown in FIGs. 6-8, the video data area 102 includes data cells 
105. Each data cell 105 including an arrangement of packs including a control pack 92, a video 
pack 93, a sub-picture pack 95, and an audio pack 98. The control pack 92 controls the 
reproduction of the video pack 93, a sub-picture pack 95, and an audio pack 98 within the same 
cell 105. (Col. 10, line 22 to col. 11, line 10). However, as shown, the audio pack 98 is stored 
within a same cell 105 as the video pack 93 and the sub-picture pack 95 and are reproduced 
using the control pack 92 and the file management information 101 of the same file 78 
containing the audio pack 98 and the video and sub-picture packs 93, 95 for the cell 105. There 
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is no suggestion that the audio pack of another file 98 is utilized while the video and sub-picture 
packs 93, 95 of the present file 98 are displayed, or that the video and sub-picture packs 93, 95 
of the file 98 are reproduced according to file management information 101 of another file 98 
storing the audio being reproduced. There is further no suggestion that the audio pack of 
another cell is utilized while the video and sub-picture packs 93, 95 of the present cell 105 are 
displayed, or that the video and sub-picture packs 93, 95 of the present cell 1 05 are reproduced 
according to a control pack of another cell storing the audio being reproduced. 

Further, Katayama uses a menu to choose the individual files 98. The menu data is 
stored in the disk information file 76 in menu cells 90 controlled by menu cell information 89 as 
shown in FIG. 5. The menu cell information 89 is stored apart from the menu cells 90. While 
each menu cell 90 can include video data, subpicture data, and audio data related to a 
corresponding title, there is no suggestion that the audio data used in one menu cell 90 is used 
with the video or sub-picture data of another menu cell, or that the audio data of the one cell 90 
is reproduced with the video or sub-picture data of another cell 90 according to control 
information in the one cell 90. 

Lastly, the Examiner in the Advisory Action mailed March 8, 2006 relies upon the menu 
cell information 89 stored in a menu cell information area 87 including adjustment information for 
audio, such as microphone information, magnitude of echo, tone level, and balance. However, 
as described in col. 9, lines 45-56, this adjustment information is obtained using a reproduced 
audio menu cell 90 specified by an audio menu starting cell number (ADMSCEL). The menu cell 
information 89 merely includes information needed to reproduce the menu cells 90, such as a 
position of the corresponding menu cells 90. (Col. 9, line 45 to col. 10, line 5; FIGs. 5 and 14A- 
14E). There is no suggestion that the menu cell information 89 includes audio, video, or sub- 
picture data instead of or in addition to the menu cell 90. 

To the extent that such adjustment information corresponds to audio data, it is noted that 
the audio menu cell 90 is recalled and displayed as an adjustment display screen shown in 
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FIGs. 14A through 14E after operation S4 in which a corresponding first program is paused 

while in a karaoke mode. As such, the graphics in the adjustment display screen in FIGs. 14A 

through 14E are from the same audio menu cell 90, and are described as displayed prior to 

beginning a program 107 from the cells 105 such that the reproduction of the program occurs 

independently of whether the adjustment display screen is shown. (Col. 1 5, line 61 to col, 16, 

line 36; FIGs. 4-6 and 13A). There is no suggestion that the audio adjustments using the audio 

menu cell 90 recalls the program 107 to be reproduced, or that the audio menu cell 90 includes 

connection information connecting the audio menu cell 90 being displayed to a selected program 

using other cells 105 to be reproduced since Katayama teaches the program selection as 

independent of the adjustment display screen and the settings made thereto. 

As such, it is respectfully submitted that Katayama does not disclose or suggest the 
features of claim 29. 

For at least similar reasons, it is respectfully submitted that Katayama does not disclose 
or suggest the features of claim 33. 

Claims 30-32, 34-36 are deemed patentable due at least to their depending from 
corresponding claims 29 and 33. 

B. Katayama does not disclose obtaining catalog playback information from 
an audio area to reproduce catalog information from a catalog information 
area while reproducing audio from the audio area as recited in 
independent claim 38, and dependent claims 39-46. 
By way of review, claim 38 recites "while playing back the audio data obtained from an 

audio area, playing back the corresponding catalog information obtained from a catalog 

information area which corresponds to the catalog playback information obtained from the audio 

area." The "audio area includes the catalog playback information and an audio title set (ATS) in 

which is stored the audio data," where the catalog playback information connects "the audio data 

and the catalog information to each other during playback." The "catalog information area is 

other than the audio area and which includes the catalog information stored in a catalog title set 

(CTS)." 

As similarly noted above in Section VII(1)(A), Katayama does not disclose reproducing 
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audio and image data from different cells 90, 105 at the same time, or that information from one 

of the cells 90, 105 is recalled during reproduction of the one cell 90, 105to control reproduction 

of data from another one of the cells 90, 105. As such, it is respectfully submitted that Katavama 

also does not disclose or suggest these features of claim 38, 

Additionally, while the Examiner in the Advisory Action mailed March 8, 2006 relies upon 

the menu cell information 89 stored in a menu cell information area 87 including adjustment 

information for audio, such as microphone information, magnitude of echo, tone level, and 

balance, the displayed adjustment information is recalled and displayed as the adjustment 

display screen after operation S4, In operation S4, the first performance is selected and 

paused. After the adjustment is made to the audio, the menus are determined and displayed in 

operations S5 through S7. (Col. 16, lines 35-40; FIG. 13A.) As such, the adjustment display is 

prior to the first program 107 being performed while in a karaoke mode. Further, the graphics in 

the display in FIGs. 14A through 14E are from the same audio menu cell 90. (Col. 15, line 61 to 

col. 16, line 36; FIGs. 4-6 and 13A). There is no suggestion that the audio adjustments using 

the audio menu cell 90 recalls the program 107 to be reproduced, or that the audio menu cell 90 

includes connection information connecting the audio menu cell 90 being displayed to a selected 

program using other cells 105 to be reproduced since Katavama teaches the program selection 

being independent of the audio adjustment display and the settings made thereto. 

As such, it is respectfully submitted that Katavama does not disclose or suggest the 
features of claim 38. 

Claims 39-46 are deemed patentable due at least to their depending from claim 38. 

C. Katavama does not disclose a buffering sequence as recited in claim 37 
By way of review, claim 37 recites, among other features, that "the controller controls the 

playback signal processing unit to read the catalog information from the second predetermined 

area and to store the read catalog information in the buffer prior to reading the audio data from 

the first predetermined area, and reproduces the buffered catalog information while reproducing 

the read audio data according to the read catalog playback information." 
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In contrast, Katayama discloses an apparatus having a RAM section 52 used to store 
data reproduced from a disk 10. A system processor section 54 processes the reproduced data 
and sorts the data into audio, video, and sub-picture data. The system processor section 54 
supplies the sorted data into the corresponding decoder sections 58, 60, and 62. (Col. 7, line 61 
to col. 8, Iine3; FIG. 1). However, there is no disclosure that the data is buffered after sorting. 
Moreover, there is no suggestion that the sorted audio data is necessarily buffered in a different 
order from the video and sub-picture data, that the system processor section 54 controls the 
buffering of the video and sub-picture data from one program prior to reading the audio data of 
another program, or that the system processor section 54 controls the buffering of the video and 
sub-picture data from one program prior to reproducing the audio data of another program. As 
such, Katayama does not suggest that the RAM section 52 stores the video data prior to the 
audio data to be reproduced being read. 

As such, it is respectfully submitted that Katayama does not disclose or suggest the 

features of claim 37. 

D. Katayama does not disclose a buffering sequence as recited in claim 47 
By way of review, claim 47 recites, among other features, that "while playing back the 

audio data, using the catalog playback information to selectively reproduce the catalog 

information from a buffer and which was buffered prior to playing back the audio data being 

reproduced." 

In contrast and as similarly noted above in Section VII(1)(C), Katayama discloses a 
system processor section 54 that processes the reproduced data and sorts the data into audio, 
video, and sub-picture data. The system processor section 54 supplies the sorted data into the 
corresponding decoders sections 58, 60, and 62. (Col. 7, line 61 to col. 8, Iine3; FIG. 1). 
However, there is no disclosure that the data is buffered after sorting, that the sorted audio data 
is necessarily buffered in a different order from the video and sub-picture data, or that the 
system processor section 54 controls the buffering of the video and sub-picture data from one 
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program prior to reproducing the audio data of another program. As such, Katayama does not 
suggest that the RAM section 52 stores the video data prior to the audio data to be reproduced. 

As such, it is respectfully submitted that Katavama does not disclose or suggest the 
features of claim 47. 
VIII. Conclusion 

In view of the law and facts stated herein, the Appellant respectfully submits that the 
Examiner has failed to cite a reference or combination of references sufficient to maintain an 
obviousness rejection of the rejected claims and has failed to rebut the arguments in at least the 
Amendment After Final Rejection filed February 12, 2007 and/or the Amendment filed October 2, 
2006. 

For all the foregoing reasons, the Appellant respectfully submits that the cited prior art 
does not teach or suggest the presently claimed invention. The claims are patentable over the 
prior art of record and the Examiner's findings of unpatentability regarding claims 29 through 47 
should be reversed. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees required in 
connection with the filing of the Appeal Brief to our Deposit Account No. 50-3333. 



Respectfully submitted, 



STEIN, MCEWEN & BUI LLP 



1400 Eye Street, NW, Suite 300 
Washington, D.C. 20005 
Telephone: (202) 216-9505 
Facsimile: (202) 216-9510 
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1-28. (CANCELLED) 

29. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A reproducing apparatus comprising: 

a playback signal processing unit to read data from a storage medium, the storage 
medium comprising an audio area including at least one audio title set (ATS), audio data stored 
in said ATS, and catalog playback information which is stored in the audio area and which is 
related to the audio data stored in the ATS, and the storage medium further comprising a 
predetermined area other than the audio area which includes a catalog management (CMG) 
region having management information on catalog information, and a catalog title set (CTS) 
having at least one catalog title including the catalog information related to each item of the 
audio data; and 

a controller which reproduces the audio data and the catalog information according to the 
read catalog playback information, the catalog playback information connecting the audio data 
and the catalog information to be reproduced during reproduction of the audio data. 

30. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The reproducing apparatus of claim 29, wherein: 
the at least one catalog title includes a still picture related to a corresponding item of the 

audio data; and 

the controller reproduces the audio data and the still picture according to the read catalog 
playback information, the catalog playback information automatically instructing the controller to 
reproduce the still picture with the audio data when the audio data is reproduced. 

31 . (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The reproducing apparatus of claim 29, wherein the 
catalog information related to the audio data further comprises common catalog information 
commonly applied for more than one of the audio data recorded on the storage medium. 

32. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The reproducing apparatus of claim 29, wherein: 

the catalog information comprises still picture information related to the audio data during 
reproduction according to the catalog playback information, 

the controller reproduces the audio data and the still picture information according to the 
read catalog playback information, 

the still picture information comprises: 
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common still picture information commonly applied for more than one item of the 
audio data recorded on the storage medium, and 

title still picture information corresponding uniquely corresponding to individual 
items of the audio data, and 

the predetermined area comprises: 

a still picture management (SMG) region having management information on the 
still picture information, and 

a still picture title set (SPTS) including at least one still picture title including the 
still picture information related to each item of the audio data, 

33. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED). A reproducing apparatus comprising: 

a playback signal processing unit to read data from a storage medium, the storage 
medium comprising audio data stored in a first predetermined area of the storage medium with 
catalog playback information, and catalog information related to the audio data and stored in a 
second predetermined area of the storage medium other than the first predetermined area; and 

a controller which reproduces the audio data and the catalog information according to the 
read catalog playback information, 

wherein: 

the catalog information comprises a still picture, a sub-picture, and navigation 
information controlling the still picture and the sub-picture, and 

the second predetermined area comprises a catalog management (CMG) region 
having management information on the catalog information, and a catalog title set (CTS) 
including at least one title catalog of the catalog information related to each item of the audio 
data. 

34. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED). The reproducing apparatus of claim 33, wherein the 
first predetermined area comprises at least one audio title set (ATS) storing the audio data. 

35. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED). The reproducing apparatus of claim 33, wherein 
the first predetermined area comprises an audio management (AMG) region including 

management information on the audio data and and an audio title set (ATS) which includes the 
audio data. 

36. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED). The reproducing apparatus of claim 33, wherein: 
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the catalog playback information includes an auto presentation information table 
determining the catalog information to be played back corresponding to a predetermined time 
during reproduction of the audio data, and 

the controller reproduces the audio data and the catalog information according to the 
auto presentation information table of the catalog playback information. 

37. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED). The reproducing apparatus of claim 33, further 
comprising a buffer to store the catalog information, wherein the controller controls the playback 
signal processing unit to read the catalog information from the second predetermined area and 
to store the read catalog information in the buffer prior to reading the audio data from the first 
predetermined area, and reproduces the buffered catalog information while reproducing the read 
audio data according to the read catalog playback information. 

38. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A method of playing back data on a storage medium 
storing audio data, catalog information related to the audio data, and catalog playback 
information connecting the audio data and the catalog information to each other during playback, 
comprising: 

while playing back the audio data obtained from an audio area, playing back the 
corresponding catalog information obtained from a catalog information area which corresponds 
to the catalog playback information obtained from the audio area, 

wherein: 

the audio area includes the catalog playback information and an audio title set 
(ATS) in which is stored the audio data, and 

the catalog information area is other than the audio area and which includes the 
catalog information stored in a catalog title set (CTS). 

39. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The method of claim 38, further comprising reading 
from the audio area the audio data to be played back, wherein: 

the playing back the corresponding catalog information comprises: 

reading from the catalog information area the catalog information related to the 
audio data to be reproduced according to the catalog playback information connecting the audio 
data and the catalog information to each other during reproduction; and 
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reproducing the read encoded audio data and the read encoded catalog 
information read from the storage medium connected by the encoded catalog playback 
information; 

the audio area further comprises an audio management (AMG) region having 
management information on the audio data and including the catalog playback information; and 

the catalog information area is other than the audio area and further comprises a catalog 
management (CMG) region having management information on the catalog information. 

40. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The method of claim 38, wherein: 

the catalog information includes common catalog data for information commonly applied 
for more than one of the audio data and title catalog information corresponding to each of the 
audio data, and 

the playing back the corresponding catalog information comprises playing back, 
according to the catalog playback information, the common catalog data, the title catalog data, or 
combinations thereof with the audio data. 

41 . (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The method of claim 38, wherein: 

the catalog information comprises common catalog information commonly applied for 
more than one of the audio data and title catalog information corresponding to each of the audio 
data, 

the playing back the corresponding catalog information comprises, during reproduction of 
the audio data, selectively controlling playback of the common catalog data, the title catalog 
data, or combinations thereof using the catalog playback information, the catalog playback 
information linking the common catalog data and the title catalog data according to the 
reproduced audio data, and 

the catalog information comprises a catalog management (CMG) region having 
management information on the catalog information. 

42. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The method of claim 38, wherein: 

the catalog information comprises still picture information related to the audio data 
during reproduction by the catalog playback information, 

the playing back the corresponding catalog information comprises, during reproduction 
of the audio data, reproducing the still picture information which is related to the reproduced 
audio data during reproduction by the read catalog playback information by controlling playback 



Serial No. 09/924,094 Docket No.: 1293.1059CIPD3 

of a common one of the still picture information commonly applied for more than one of the 
audio data recorded on the storage medium and/or title still picture information corresponding to 
each of the audio data according to the reproduced audio data, 
and the catalog information area comprises: 

a still picture management region having management information on the still 
picture information, and 

a still picture title set including at least one still picture title including the still 
picture information related to each item of the audio data. 

43. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The method of claim 38, wherein the catalog 
information includes a still picture for a background image, a sub-picture for a caption, and 
navigation information for controlling the reproduction of the still picture and the sub-picture. 

44. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The method of claim 38, wherein: 

management information on the catalog information and the CTS having at least one catalog 
title including the catalog information related to each item of the audio data, and 
the at least one catalog title comprises 

at least one still picture, 

at least one sub-picture, and 

navigation information controlling the still picture and the sub-picture. 

45. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The method of claim 38, wherein the catalog playback 
information comprises an auto presentation information table determining the catalog information 
to be played back corresponding to a predetermined time with the audio data, and the playing 
back the corresponding catalog information further comprises determining the catalog 
information to be played back and playing back the corresponding catalog information according 
to the auto presentation table. 

46. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The method of claim 38, further comprising buffering 
the catalog information read from the catalog information area, wherein the playing back the 
catalog information comprises playing back the buffered catalog information according to the 
catalog playback information read from the catalog information area. 
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47. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The method of claim 38, wherein the playing back the 
catalog information comprises, while playing back the audio data, using the catalog playback 
information to selectively reproduce the catalog information from a buffer and which was 
buffered prior to playing back the audio data being reproduced. 
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RECORDING MEDIUM ON WHICH 
ATTRIBUTE INFORMATION ON THE 
PLAYBACK DATA IS RECORDED 
TOGETHER WITH THE PLAYBACK DATA 
AND A SYSTEM FOR APPROPRIATELY s 
REPRODUCING THE PLAYBACK DATA 
USING THE ATTRIBUTE INFORMATION 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 10 
This invention relates to a karaoke recording medium, a 

method and apparatus for reproducing karaoke data from a 
karaoke recording medium, and a method and apparatus for 
recording karaoke data on a recording medium. 

2. Description of the Related Art 15 
Recently, an optical disk reproducing apparatus for mov- 
ing picture for reproducing data from an optical disk on 
which data such as an video image (video data) and voice 
(audio data) are recorded in a digital form has been devel- ^ 
oped and is widely used as a reproducing apparatus for 
movie software, karaoke and the like, for example. Karaoke 

is a general term which indicates music data containing a 
music for accompaniment and permitting a person to sing to 
an accompaniment obtained by reproducing the music data ^ 
for accompaniment and a reproducing apparatus for repro- 
ducing the music data (the above karaoke is hereinafter 
referred to simply as karaoke). 

Recently, various specifications for applications of CDs as 
media have been proposed and formally adopted, but the 3Q 
specification for CD comes to its limit in the data storage 
capacity. Various systems for reducing the track pitch to half 
of that of CD, or reducing the minimum pit length, for 
example, are proposed to enhance the density of CD. With 
an increase in the density, the applicability of CD is widened 3S 
and it becomes substantially no more impossible to record 
digital-compressed moving picture data with voice for two 
hours on one side of CD. By utilizing the feature that moving 
picture data and voice can be recorded on one side of CD, 
the CD can be used not only as a movie disk but also as a 40 
karaoke disk. 

However, concrete means in a disk reproducing apparatus 
for karaoke is not provided although various types of 
high-density recording media and theoretical data formats 
are proposed, and it is desired to propose a system suitable 45 
for reproduction of karaoke. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

An object of this invention is to provide a reproducing 
apparatus suitable for high-density recording medium which JQ 
is formed on the assumption that it will be used for karaoke. 

An object of this invention is to provide a reproducing 
method suitable for high-density recording medium which is 
formed on the assumption that it will be used for karaoke. 

An object of this invention is to provide a high-density 55 
recording medium which is formed on the assumption that 
it will be used for karaoke. 

An object of this invention is to provide a recording 
apparatus for recording recording data on a high-density 
recording medium which is formed on the assumption that 60 
it will be used for karaoke. 

An object of this invention is to provide a recording 
method for recording recording data on a high-density 
recording medium which is formed on the assumption that 
it will be used for karaoke. 65 

According to this invention, there is provided a recording 
medium comprising a data area on which a data array 



containing an array of a plurality of unit data items each of 
which corresponds to one musical composition and is speci- 
fied by using at least one cell having karaoke data stored 
therein, and management information containing classifica- 
tion information indicating that the classification of the data 
array is karaoke and reproduction information for specifying 
a reproducing order of the cells of the unit data items in the 
data array are recorded. 

According to this invention, there is provided a recording 
method comprising the steps of preparing a data array 
containing an array of a plurality of unit data items each of 
which corresponds to one musical composition and is speci- 
fied by use of at least one cell having karaoke data stored 
therein; preparing management information containing clas- 
sification information indicating that the classification of the 
data array is karaoke and reproduction information for 
specifying a reproducing order of the cells of the unit data 
items in the data array; and recording the management 
information and data array on a data recording area of a 
recording medium. 

Further, according to this invention, there is provided a 
recording apparatus for recording karaoke data on a record- 
ing medium, comprising data creating means for creating a 
data array containing an array of a plurality of unit data 
items each of which corresponds to one musical composition 
and is specified by using at least one cell having karaoke 
data stored therein; management information creating means 
for creating management information containing classifica- 
tion information indicating that the classification of the data 
array is karaoke and reproduction information for specifying 
a reproducing order of the cells of the unit data items in the 
data array; and recording means for recording karaoke data 
on the recording medium. 

Further, according to this invention, there is provided a 
reproducing apparatus comprising reproducing means for 
reproducing a data array and management information from 
a recording medium on which the data array containing an 
array of a plurality of unit data items each of which 
corresponds to one musical composition and is specified by 
use of at least one cell having karaoke data stored therein 
and the management information containing classification 
information indicating that the classification of the data 
array is karaoke and reproduction information for specifying 
a reproducing order of the cells of the unit data items in the 
data array are recorded; and control means for extracting a 
data cell from the data array under the control of the 
management information, converting the extracted data cell 
into a reproducing signal and outputting the reproducing 



Further, according to this invention, there is provided a 
reproducing method comprising the steps of reproducing a 
data array and management information from a recording 
medium on which the data array containing an array of a 
plurality of unit data items each of which corresponds to one 
musical composition and is specified by using at least one 
cell having karaoke data stored therein and the management 
information containing classification information indicating 
that the classification of the data array is karaoke and 
reproduction information for specifying a reproducing order 
of the cells of the unit data items in the data array are 
recorded; and extracting a data cell from the data array under 
the control of the management information, converting the 
extracted data cell into a reproducing signal and outputting 
the reproducing signal. 

In this invention, karaoke data is recorded on the record- 
ing medium as management information. Therefore, audio 



data can be reproduced in various modes as karaoke by 
referring to the management information. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing the schematic con- 
struction of an optical disk apparatus according to one 
embodiment of this invention; 

FIG. 2 is a block diagram showing in detail the mecha- 
nism portion of a disk drive device shown in FIG. 1; 

FIG. 3 is a perspective view schematically showing the 
structure of an optical disk loaded on the disk drive device 
shown in FIG. 1; 

FIG. 4 is an explanatory diagram showing the structure of 
a logic format according to the initial version of the optical . 
disk shown in FIG. 3; 

FIG. 5 is an explanatory diagram showing the structure of 
a disk information file shown in FIG. 4; 

FIG. 6 is an explanatory diagram showing the structure of 
a file such as a movie file and music file shown in FIG. 4; : 

FIG. 7 is an explanatory diagram showing the hierarchical 
structure of a video data area of the file shown in FIG. 6; 

FIG. 8 is an explanatory diagram showing one GOP 
constructing a video cell shown in FIG. 7; 

FIG. 9 is an explanatory diagram showing parameters ■ 
described in a cell information table of a file management 
information area shown in FIG. 6; 

FIG. 10 is an explanatory diagram showing parameters 
described in a sequence information table of the file man- 
agement information area shown in FIG. 6; 

FIG. 11 is an explanatory diagram showing parameters 
described in a file management table of the file management 
information area shown in FIG. 6; 

FIG. 12 is a block diagram showing in detail a voice • 
control circuit for audio in a D/A & reproduction processing 
section shown in FIG. 1; 

FIGS. 13A and 13B are flowcharts for illustrating the 
operation of a reproducing apparatus in a karaoke mode in 
a system shown in FIG. 1; 

FIGS. 14A to 14F are explanatory diagrams showing 
examples of display on an image plane obtained by the key 
operation in the system shown in FIG. 1; 

FIG. 15 shows the structure of a logic format of an optical 
disk accociated with an improved one of the initial version • 
of the logic format of the optical disk of FIG. 4; 

FIG. 16 shows the structure of the video manager of FIG. 
15; 

FIG. 17 shows an example of the structure of the video 
object set (VOBS) of FIG. 15; 

FIG. 18 shows the parameters in the volume manager 
information management table (VMGI_MAT) in the video 
manger (VMGI) of FIG. 15 and the description thereof; 

FIG. 19 shows the structure of the title search pointer 
table (TSPT) in the video manger (VMGI) of FIG. 16; 

FIG. 20 shows the parameters for title search pointer table 
information (TSPTI) in the title search pointer table (TSPT) 
of FIG. 19 and the description thereof; 

FIG. 21 shows the parameters for the title search pointers 
(TT_SRP) corresponding to the entry numbers of the title 
search pointer table (TSPT) of FIG. 19 and the description 
thereof; 

FIG. 22 is an explanatory diagram to help explain the 
structure of a program chain stored in a file; 

FIG. 23 shows the structure of a video manager menu 
PGCI unit table (VMGM_PGCI_UT) shown in FIG. 16; 



FIG. 24 shows the contents and parameters of the 
VMGM _PGCI unit table information shown in FIG. 23; 

FIG. 25 shows the contents and parameters of video 
manager menu language unit search pointer shown in FIG. 
16; 

FIG. 26 shows the structure of a video manager menu 
language unit shown in FIG. 23; 

FIG. 27 shows the contents and parameters of video 
manager menu language unit information shown in FIG. 26; 
' FIG. 28 shows the contents and parameters of video 
manager menu program chain information shown in FIG. 
26; 

FIG. 29 shows the structure of a video title set attribute 
; table shown in FIG. 16; 

FIG. 30 shows the contents and parameters of video title 
set attribute table information shown in FIG. 29; 

FIG. 31 shows the contents and parameters of video title 
set attribute search pointer shown in FIG. 29; 
• FIG. 32 shows the contents and parameters of video title 
set attribute shown in FIG. 29; 

FIG. 33 shows the structure of the video title set shown in 
FIG. 16; 

FIG. 34 shows the parameters in the video title set 
1 information management table (VTSI_MAT) for the video 
title set information (VTSI) of FIG. 33 and the description 
thereof; 

FIG. 35 is a bit map table of the audio stream attributes 
, (VTS__AST_ATR) described in the table (VTSLMAT) of 
FIG. 33; 

FIG. 36 shows the structure of the video title set program 
chain information table (VTS_PGCIT) of FIG. 33; 

FIG. 37 shows the parameters for pieces of information 
; (VTS_PGCITI) in the video title set program chain infor- 
mation table (VTSJGCIT) of FIG. 36 and the description 
thereof; 

FIG. 38 shows the parameters for search pointers (VTS_ 
PGCIT^SRP) of the video title set program chain informa- 
1 tion table (VTS_PGCIT) of FIG. 36 and the description 
thereof; 

FIG. 39 shows the structure of the program chain infor- 
mation (VTS_PGCI) for the video title set corresponding to 
a program chain in the video title set program chain infor- 
! mation table (VTS_PGCIT) of FIG. 36; 

FIG. 40 shows the parameters for pieces of general 
information (PGC„GI) on a program chain in the program 
chain information (VTS^PGCI) of FIG. 39; 

FIG. 41 shows the structure of a program chain map 
' (PGCJGMAP) in the program chain information (VTS„ 
PGCI) of FIG. 39; 

FIG. 42 shows the parameters for the entry cell numbers 
(ECELLN) of the programs written in the program chain 
. map (PGC_PGMAP) of FIG. 41 and the description 
thereof; 

FIG. 43 shows the structure of a cell playback information 
table (C_PBIT) in the program chain information (VTS_ 
PGCI) of FIG. 39; 
) FIG. 44 shows the parameters for pieces of cell playback 
information (C-PBI) in the cell playback information table 
(C_PBIT) of FIG. 43 and the description thereof; 

FIG. 45 shows the structure of cell position information 
(CJPOSI) in the program chain information (VTS„PGCI) 
; of FIG. 39; 

FIG. 46 shows the parameters for the cell position infor- 
mation (C_POSI) of FIG. 45 and the description thereof; 



FIG. 47 shows the structure of a video title set menu PGC 
unit table shown in FIG. 33; 

FIG. 48 shows the contents and parameters of video title 
set PGCI unit table information shown in FIG. 47; 

FIG. 49 shows the contents and parameters of a video title 5 
set language search pointer shown in FIG. 47; 

FIG. 50 shows the structure of a video title set language 
unit shown in FIG. 47; 

FIG. 51 shows the contents and parameters of video title 10 
set menu language unit information shown in FIG. 50; 

FIG. 52 shows the contents and parameters of a video title 
set PGCI search pointer shown in FIG. 50; 

FIG. 53 shows the structure of the navigation pack of FIG. 
17; 15 

FIG. 54 shows the structure of the video, audio, or 
sub-picture pack of FIG. 17; 

FIG. 55 shows the parameters for presentation control 
information (PCI) in the navigation pack of FIG. 53 and the 2Q 
description thereof; 

FIG. 56 shows the parameters for general information 
(PCI_GI) in the presentation control information (PCI) of 
FIG. 55 and the description thereof; 

FIG. 57 shows the parameters for disk search information 25 
(DSI) in the navigation pack of FIG. 53 and the description 

FIG. 58 shows the parameters for DSI general informa- 
tion (DSLGI) in the disk search information (DSI) of FIG. 
57 and the description thereof; 30 

FIG. 59 shows the parameters for synchronous playback 
information (SYNCI) on the video object (VOB) OF FIG. 57 
and the description thereof; 

FIG. 60 is a flowchart for illustrating the retrieving 3J 
operation of the video manager menu; 

FIG. 61 shows an example of the video manager menu; 

FIG. 62 is a flowchart for illustrating the retrieving 
operation of the video title set menu; 

FIG. 63 shows an example of the video title set menu; 40 

FIG. 64 shows another example of the video title set 

FIG. 65 is a flowchart for illustrating the selecting opera- 
tion of the audio stream and sub-picture stream; 45 

FIG. 66 is a block diagram of an encoder system that 
creates video files by encoding the video data; 

FIG. 67 is a flowchart for the encoding process of FIG. 66; 

FIG. 68 is a flowchart for combining the main video data, 
audio data, and sub-picture data that have been encoded in 50 
the flow of FIG. 67 and creating a video data file; 

FIG. 69 is a block diagram of a disk formatter system used 
to record a formatted video file on an optical disk; 

FIG. 70 is a flowchart for creating logic data to be 5J 
recorded on the disk in the disk formatter of FIG. 54; and 

FIG. 71 is a flowchart for creating from logic data 
physical data to be recorded on the disk. 



Hereinafter, referring to the accompanying drawings, an 
optical disk and an optical disk reproducing apparatus 
according to an embodiment of the present invention will be 
explained. t 

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of an optical disk reproducing 
apparatus that reproduces the data from an optical disk 



associated with an embodiment of the present invention. 
FIG. 2 is a block diagram of the disk drive section that drives 
the optical disk shown in FIG. 1. FIGS. 3 and 4 show the 
structure of the optical disk shown in FIGS. 1 and 2. 

As shown in FIG. 1, the optical disk reproducing appa- 
ratus comprises a key/display section 4, a monitor section 6, 
and a speaker section 8. When the user operates the key/ 
display section 4, this causes the recorded data to be 
reproduced from an optical disk 10. The recorded data 
contains video data, sub-picture data, and audio data, which 
are converted into video signals and audio signals. The 
monitor section 6 displays images according to the audio 
signals and the speaker section 8 generates sound according 
to the audio signals. 

The optical disk 10 has been available with various 
structures. For instance, one type of the optical disk 10 is a 
read-only disk on which data is recorded at a high density as 
shown in FIG. 3. The optical disk 10, as shown in FIG. 3, is 
made up of a pair of composite layers 18 and an adhesive 
layer 20 sandwiched between the composite disk layers 18. 
Each of the composite disk layers 18 is composed of a 
transparent substrate 14 and a recording layer or a light- 
reflecting layer 16. The disk layer 18 is arranged so that the 
light-reflecting layer 16 may be in contact with the surface 
of the adhesive layer 20. A center hole 22 is made in the 
optical disk 10. On the periphery of the center hole 22 on 
both sides, clamping areas 24 are provided which are used 
to clamp the optical disk 10 during its rotation. When the 
disk 10 is loaded in the optical disk apparatus, the spindle of 
a spindle motor 12 shown in FIG. 2 is inserted into the center 
hole 22. As long as the disk is being rotated, it continues 
clamped to the clamping areas 24. 

As shown in FIG. 3, the optical disk 10 has an information 
area 25 around the clamping area 24 on each side, on which 
areas the information can be recorded. In each information 
area 25, its outer circumference area is determined to be a 
lead-out area 26 in which no information is normally 
recorded, its inner circumference area adjoining the clamp- 
ing area 24 is determined to be a lead-in area 27 in which no 
information is normally recorded, and the area between the 
lead-out area 26 and the lead-in area 27 is determined to be 
a data recording area 28. 

At the recording layer 16 in the information area 25, a 
continuous spiral track is normally formed as an area in 
which data is to be recorded. The continuous track is divided 
into a plurality of physical sectors, which are assigned serial 
numbers. On the basis of the sectors, data is recorded. The 
data recording area 28 in the information recording area 25 
is an actual data recording area, in which playback data, 
video data, sub-picture data, and audio data are recorded in 
the form of pits (that is, in the form of changes in the 
physical state) as explained later. With the read-only optical 
disk 10, a train of pits is previously formed on the trans- 
parent substrate 14 by a stamper, a reflecting layer is formed 
by evaporation on the surface of the transparent substrate 14 
on which the pit train has been formed, and the reflecting 
layer serves as the recording layer 16. On the read-only 
optical disk 10, no groove is normally provided as a track 
and the pit train on the surface of the transparent substrate 
14 serves as a track. 

The optical disk apparatus 12, as shown in FIG. 1, further 
comprises a disk drive section 30, a system CPU section 50, 
a system ROM/RAM section 52, a system processor section 
54, a data RAM section 56, a video decoder 58, an audio 
decoder section 60, a sub-picture decoder section 62, and a 
D/A and data reproducing section 64. 
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As shown in FIG. 2, the disk drive sectior 
motor driving circuit 11, a spindle motor 12, an optical head 
32 (i.e., an optical pickup), a feed motor 33, a focus circuit 
36, a feed motor driving circuit 37, a tracking circuit 38, a 
head amplifier 40, and a servo processing circuit 44. The 
optical disk 10 is placed on the spindle motor 12 driven by 
the motor driving circuit 11 and is rotated by the spindle 
motor 12. The optical head 32 that projects a laser beam on 
the optical disk 10 is located under the optical disk 10. The 
optical head 32 is placed on a guide mechanism (not shown). 
The feed motor driving circuit 37 is provided to supply a 
driving signal to the feed motor 33. The motor 33 is driven 
by the driving signal and moves in and out the optical head 
32 radially over the optical disk 10. The optical head 32 is 
provided with an object lens 34 positioned so as to face the 
optical disk 10. The object lens 34 is moved according to the 
driving signal supplied from the focus circuit 36 so as to 
move along its optical axis. 

To reproduce the data from the aforementioned optical 
disk 10, the optical head 32 projects a laser beam on the 
optical disk 10 via the object lens 34. The object lens 34 is 
traversed minutely over the optical disk 10 according to the 
driving signal supplied from the tracking circuit 38. 
Furthermore, the object lens 34 is moved minutely along its 
optical axis according to the driving signal supplied from the 
focusing circuit 36 so that its focal point may be positioned 
on the recording layer 16 of the optical disk 10. This causes 
the laser beam to form the smallest beam spot on the spiral 
track (i.e., the pit train), enabling the beam spot to trace the 
track. The laser beam is reflected from the recording layer 16 
and returned to the optical head 32. The optical head 32 
converts the beam reflected from the optical disk 10 into an 
electric signal, which is supplied from the optical head 32 to 
the servo processing circuit 44 via the head amplifier 40. 
From the electric signal, the servo processing circuit 44 
produces a focus signal, a tracking signal, and a motor 
control signal and supplies these signals to the focus circuit 
36, tracking circuit 38, and motor driving circuit 11, respec- 

Therefore, the object lens 34 is moved along its optical 
axis and across the radius of the optical disk 10, its focal 
point is positioned on the recording layer 16 of the optical 
disk 10, and the laser beam forms the smallest beam spot on 
the spiral track. Furthermore, the spindle motor 12 is rotated 
by the motor driving circuit 11 at a specific rotating speed. 
This allows the beam to trace the pit train at a constant linear 
speed. 

The system CPU section 50 of FIG. 1 supplies to the servo 
processing circuit 44 a control signal serving as an access 
signal. In response to the control signal, the servo processing 
circuit 44 supplies a head-moving signal to the feed motor 
driving circuit 37, which supplies a driving signal to the feed 
motor 33. Then, the feed motor 33 is driven, causing the 
optical head 32 to traverse over the optical disk 10. Then, the 
optical head 32 accesses a specific sector formed at the 
recording layer 16 of the optical disk 10. The playback data 
is reproduced from the specific sector by the optical head 32, 
which then supplies it to the head amplifier 40. The head 
amplifier 40 amplifies the reproduced data, which is output- 
ted at the disk drive section 30. 

The reproduced data is stored in the data RAM section 56 
by the system processor section 54 under the supervision of 
the system CPU section 50 controlled by the programs 
stored in the system ROM/RAM section 52. The stored 
reproduced data is processed at the system processor section 
54, which sorts the data into video data, audio data, and 
sub-picture data, which are supplied to the video decoder 



section 58, audio decoder section 60, and sub-picture 
decoder section 62, respectively, and are decoded at the 
respective decoders. The D/A and data-reproducing section 
64 converts the decoded video data, audio data, and sub- 
picture data into an analog video signal, an analog audio 
signal, and an analog sub-picture signal and supplies the 
resulting video signal to the monitor 6 and the resulting 
audio signal to the speaker 8. Then, on the basis of the video 
signal and sup-picture signal, images are displayed on the 
monitor section 6 and according to the audio signal, sound 
is simultaneously reproduced at the speaker section 8. 

Next, the structure of the logic format of the optical disk 
apparatus shown in FIG. 1 is explained. At present, the logic 
format of the optical disk apparatus is available in two 
versions; an initial version and a new version which is an 

' improved version of the initial version. First, the logic 
format of the initial version is explained with reference to 
FIGS. 4 to 11, and the new version which is an improved 
version of the initial version is explained with reference to 
FIGS. 15 to 59. Further, the operation of the optical disk 

) apparatus shown in FIG. 1 is explained in detail later 
together with the logic formats for the initial version of the 
optical disk 10 and the new version which is an improved 
version of the initial version. 

In FIG. 4, the structure of the logic format for the initial 

; version is shown. That is, the data recording area 28 from the 
lead-in area 27 to the lead-out area 26 of the optical disk 10 
shown in FIG. 1 has a volume structure which conforms to 
ISO9660 as shown in FIG. 4 as the logic format. The volume 
structure is constructed by a volume management informa- 

) tion area 70 of hierarchical structure and file area 80. The 
volume management information area 70 has logical block 
numbers "0" to "23" determined in conformity to ISO9660 
and a system area 72 and volume management area 74 are 
allotted therein. The system area 72 is normally used as a 

> freely available area and the content thereof is not deter- 
mined but, for example, the area is provided for the editor 
who edits data to be recorded on the optical disk 10, and a 
system program for realizing the operation of the optical 
disk apparatus which satisfies the intention of the editor is 

3 stored therein as required. Further, in the volume manage- 
ment area 74, volume management information for manag- 
ing a disk information file 76 of the file area 80 (which is 
hereinafter simply referred to as a disk information file 76) 
and files 78 such as movie files or music files, that is, the 

; recording positions, recording capacities, and file names of 
all of the files and the like are stored. In the file area 80, the 
files 76, 78 from the file number "0" to the file number "99" 
specified by the logical block number "24" and succeeding 
logical block numbers are arranged, and the file 76 of the file 

) number "0" is allotted as the disk information file 76 and the 
files 78 of the file number "1" to the file number "99" are 
allotted as movie files, that is, video files, or music files. 

As shown in FIG. 5, the disk information file 76 is 
constructed by a file management information area 82 and a 

> menu video data area 84, and in the file management 
information area 82, selectable sequences recorded on the 
entire portion of the optical disk 10, that is, file management 
information for selecting the title of video or audio is 
described. Particularly, in the karaoke optical disk 10 for 

) business use, the sequence corresponds to the genre of 
karaoke, for example, ENKA (Japanese popular ballad), 
pops and rock-'n'-roll, and a program used as the species of 
the sequence which will be explained later corresponds to 
the specific title of a musical composition. Further, in the 

5 karaoke optical disk 10 containing a small number of 
musical compositions, the sequence may be set to directly 
specify the title of a musical composition. 
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In the menu video data area 84, image data on the menu 
display screen for displaying a selection menu for selecting 
the title, for example, the genre of the titles of musical 
compositions of karaoke and the titles of the musical com- 
positions of the genre is stored as menu data cells 90 in the 
unit of cell. Menu video data of the menu video data area 84 
is divided into units of adequate magnitudes necessary for 
serving the purpose as will be described later and deined as 
i menu cells 90 to which successive numbers starting from 
#1 are allotted in an order of data recording into the menu 
video data area 84 of the disk 10. In the menu cell 90, video 
data, sub-picture data or audio data relating to selection of 
the titles of movie or audio, or selection of programs of the 
titles is stored. 

As shown in FIG. 5, the file management information area 
82 has three types of information areas including a disk 
structure information area 86 for storing disk structure 
information (DSINF), a menu structure information area 87 
for storing menu structure information (MSINF), and a 
menu cell information table (MCIT) 88 for storing cell 
information and they are arranged in this order. 

In the disk structure information area 86, the movie file 
and music file mainly recorded on the file area 80 of the main 
disk 10, that is, structure information relating to the files on 
the disk such as title information (described as a parameter 
TSINF) relating to the number of programs and audio 

number of audio streams (described as a parameter FNAST), 
a code (described as a parameter FACODE) for specifying 
the audio stream, the number of reproduction files 78 
(described in the range of "1" to "99" as a parameter DSINF) 
and the number of sequences lying in the individual files 78 
(which correspond to a series of data groups of video data 
containing video, audio and sub-picture as described before, 
which are hereinafter referred to simply as sequences and 
which are described as parameters FSINF) is described. 

In the menu structure information (MSINF) area 87, 
information such as the number of menu cells 90 (described 
as a parameter NOMCEL) of the menu video data area 84 
recorded in the disk information file 76 and a starting cell 
number (described as a parameter TMSCEL) of the title 
menu cells 90 constructing a series of menu video data items 
for selecting the titles lying in the disk (the selection items 
on the menu display screen for specifying the genre of music 
are treated as titles in the case of karaoke as will be described 
later) is described. Further, in the menu structure informa- 
tion (MSINF), an audio menu starting cell number 
(ADMSCEL) for specifying the starting number of the audio 
menu is described. In the audio menu specified by the 
starting number, information relating to the microphone 
volume, the magnitude of echo, the tone level, the audio 
level of sub-audio, and the balance on the right and left sides 
is displayed as will be described later and the characteristics 
of respective portions in the reproduction processing section 
64 can be adjusted by specifying the corresponding audio 
reproduction characteristics according to the display. 
Further, in the menu structure information (MSINF), a 
program menu starting cell number (PMSCEL) specified by 
the starting cell number of the program menu (the program 
corresponds to a musical composition of karaoke and the 
title of the musical composition is specified by specifying 
the program on the menu display screen in the case of 
karaoke as will be described later) is described. 

In the menu cell information table 88, a set of i cell 
information areas 89 in which cell information items nec- 
essary for reproduction of the respective menu cells 90 are 
described in an order of the cell numbers is defined. In the 
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cell information table 88, information such as the position 
(described by the offset logical block number from the head 
of the file as a parameter MCSLBN) of the cell 90 in the file 
76 and the size (described by the number of logical blocks 

5 as a parameter MCNLB) is described. The disk structure 
information (DSINF) and menu structure information 
(MSINF) are successively described in the file management 
information area 82 and the menu cell information table 
(MCIT) 88 is aligned with the boundary between the logical 

10 blocks. 

In the karaoke optical disk, a menu display screen for 
selecting a musical composition is created by use of the 
menu file 76. That is, a main menu cell for displaying 
ENKA, pops and rock-'n'-roll and a plurality of sub-menu 

15 cells for displaying the titles of musical compositions in the 
genre selected by use of the main menu are prepared. 

Music data items or movie data items of one of more titles 
are stored in the movie file and music file 78 corresponding 
to the file number "1" to the file number "99". In the karaoke 

20 optical disk, music data of a plurality of titles is stored in the 
music file. The music file 78 has a file structure constructed 
by a file management area 101 in which item information for 
data contained in the file 78 as shown in FIG. 6, that is, 
management information (for example, address information 

25 and presentation control information) is described and a 
video data area 102 in which video data (in this case, video, 



data) of the file 78 is described. Like the case of the menu 
cell 90 of the disk information file 76, in the video data area 

30 102, video data is divided into cell units and is arranged as 
j video data cells 105. As already explained, the file is movie 
data corresponding to the story of a movie of one title in the 
case of movie data, and the file corresponds to one reel 
among a karaoke series in the case of karaoke. The disk 

35 information file 76 corresponds to control data used when 
the movie or karaoke is reproduced and control information 
is arranged in a hierarchical configuration according to a 
preset format. 

Generally, movie data or audio data of a certain title is 

40 represented as a set of successive sequences 106. For 
example, the story of the movie is represented by the 
successive sequences 106 corresponding to the "opening 
part", "succeeding part", "developing part" and "ending 
part". Therefore, the video data area 102 of each file 78 is 

45 defined as a set of sequences 106 as shown in FIG. 7. 
Further, in the karaoke optical disk for business use, the 
sequence corresponds to the genre of music. Each sequence 
106 is constructed by a plurality of programs. The respective 
programs correspond to various scenes of the movie story in 

50 the case of movie and correspond to karaoke data of a 
sub-picture for lyric lines, video and audio of the title of a 
musical composition in the case of karaoke. In the case of 
home-use karaoke having a small number of musical com- 
positions stored in the file 78, the sequence may be set to 

55 directly specify the musical composition of karaoke. 
Further, each video program 107 is constructed by a plurality 
of video data cells 105. As shown in FIG. 8, each video cell 
105 is constructed by a plurality of groups of pictures (GOP) 
each of which is constructed by a combination of a control 

60 pack (DSI) 92, video pack 93, sub-picture pack 95 and audio 
pack 98. The structure of the video cell 105 is substantially 
the same as that of the menu cell 90 and data such as the 
moving picture (movie), voice (audio) and sub-picture 
included in the video data 102 and compressed according to 

65 the compression specification, for example, the specification 
of MPEG (Moving Picture Expert Group) is recorded in the 
data format for a system player of MPEG2. That is, the video 
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data 102 is a program streamer specified by the MPEG 
specification. Further, each pack 92, 93, 95, 98 has a pack 
structure constructed by a pack header 97 and a packet 99 
corresponding to the pack. In this example, it is supposed 
that karaoke of a type in which lyric lines are displayed on 5 
the image of background while playing a tune is used, but 
karaoke of a type in which the image of the background is 
a still picture and the lyric lines are displayed as the 
sub-picture while playing a tune, or karaoke of a type in 
which the lyric lines are displayed, the sound is reproduced 1Q 
and the video image is not displayed may be used. 

The file management information area 101 is constructed 
by a file management table (FMT) 113, sequence informa- 
tion table (SIT) 114, cell information table (CIT) 115 and the 
like. The video data cells in the video data area 102 are 1S 
allotted with successive numbers starting from #1 in an 
order of data recording into the disk and the cell number and 
information relating to the cell corresponding to the cell 
number are described in the cell information table 115. That 
is, a set of areas 117 in which j cell information items (CI) 20 
in which information items necessary for reproduction of the 
video data cell are described in an order of the cell number 
are stored is defined in the cell information table 115 and 
information of the position, size and reproduction time of the 
cell in the file 78 is described in the cell information (CI). In 25 
the case of karaoke, the file 78 may be so formed that a cell 
in the file 78 may correspond to the sub-picture, video and 
audio data corresponding to the first lyric lines of a musical 
composition, a next cell may correspond to the sub-picture, 
video and audio data corresponding to the second lyric lines 
of the musical composition, and a third cell may correspond 
to the sub-picture, video and audio data corresponding to the 
third lyric lines of the musical composition. 

In FIG. 9, the content of cell information (CI) stored in the 
cell information table 115 is shown. The contents such as the 
starting position and size of video cells obtained by dividing 
video data into units according to the purpose thereof in the 
cell information 117 are described by use of parameters. 
That is, the cell information (CI) includes cell classification 
information (CCAT) indicating the content of the video cell, 
for example, indicating that the video data is one of the 
movie, karaoke and interactive menu, cell reproduction time 
(CTIME) indicating the total reproduction time of the video 
cell, cell starting position information (CSLBN) indicating 
the starting position, that is, starting address of the video 
cell, and size information (CNLB) indicating the size of the 
structure of the video cell. 

The sequence information table 114 is defined as a set of 
areas 116 in which i sequence information items (SI) 
describing the order for selecting and reproducing cells 105 
in the range specified for each sequence 106 are stored, and 
in each sequence information (SI), the reproduction order of 
the video cells 105 recorded in the sequence 106 and 
presentation control information relating to the reproduction 
are described. The number of the sequence information is 
defined as one of the sequence numbers "1" to "i" and the 
starting position information items thereof are written in the 
file management information table 113. 

In FIG. 10, the content of one sequence information (SI) 
stored in the sequence information table 114 in the file 
management information area 101 shown in FIG. 6 is 
shown. As shown in FIG. 10, the reproduction order of the 
video cell and sequence information are described in the 
sequence information area 116. The number of the sequence 
information (SI) coincides with the sequence number and 
the sequence information is allotted in the numerical order 
in the sequence information table 114. The sequence infor- 
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mation includes sequence classification information 
(SCAT), the number of structure programs (SNPRG), 
sequence reproduction time (STIME), connection sequence 
number information (SNCSQ), sequence number list infor- 
mation (SCSQN) and sequence control information 
(SCINF). In the sequence classification information (SCAT), 
information indicating whether the type of the sequence is 
movie or karaoke is described. In the number of structure 
programs (SNPRG), the number of programs constructing 
the sequence is described, and in the sequence reproduction 
time (STIME), the total reproduction time of the sequence is 
described. In the sequence control information (SCINF), the 
reproduction order of the cells constructing the sequence, the 
cells constructing the program in the sequence and the 
program number specifying the program are described. The 
program in the sequence corresponding to a musical com- 
position of karaoke permits the head cell of the program to 
be specified by referring to the sequence control information 
(SCINF) and karaoke data can be reproduced based on the 
cell. It is also possible to display a plurality of next candi- 
dates selected by using the last cell in a plurality of cells 
constructing each program as a menu cell and permit selec- 
tion of the next candidates. 

The file management table (FMT) 113 shown in FIG. 11 
indicates item information relating to the video file 78. As 
shown in FIG. 11, in the file management table 113, the file 
name TFNAME" 1 and the file identifier (FFID) for identi- 
fying whether or not the file can be reproduced by an optical 
disk apparatus having an optical disk loaded thereon are 
described. In the file identifier (FFID), for example, an 
identifier for identifying that the file is a movie file is 
described. Further, in the file management table 113, the 
starting addresses (FSASIT, FSACIT) of the sequence infor- 
mation table (SIT) 114 and cell information table (CIT) 115, 
the numbers (FNSQ, FNCEL) of sequence information 
items (SI) and cell information items (CI) described in the 
respective tables, the starting address (FSAESI) of the 
sequence 116 indicated by the relative distance from the 
head of the sequence information table (SIT) 114 and the 
starting address (FSADVD) for starting video data of the 
video data area 102, and data attributes as information for 
reproducing data are described. In this example, in the 
starting address (FSASIT) of the sequence information table 
114, the starting address of the sequence information table 
114 from the head of the file 78 to which the file manage- 
ment table 113 belongs is described by use of offset block 
logical numbers, and in the sequence information starting 
address (FSAESI), the starting address of each sequence 
information in the sequence information table 114 and the 
size thereof are described in the order of description of the 
sequences by the number of the sequences. The starting 
address is described by use of the offset byte number from 
the head of the sequence information table 114. 

Further, in the file management table (FMT) 113, the 
audio stream number (FNAST) in which the number of 
audio streams is described and the audio stream attribute 
(FAATR) relating to the attribute of the audio stream are 
described. The audio stream is a stream of audio data items, 
and in the case of movie data, it includes a master stream 
corresponding to the background sound and a slave stream 
corresponding to an audio portion of the movie, and in the 
slave stream, an English voice, Japanese voice or other 
language can be prepared. Further, in the case of karaoke, 
the master stream corresponds to audio data containing a 
musical performance by an orchestra or the like and the 
slave stream corresponds to audio data relating to a male 
vocal voice or female vocal voice. The audio compression 
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mode, for example, Dolby AC3 or linear PCM audio is The system CPU section 50 reproduces the sequence 

described as the audio stream attribute (FAATR), the audio (title) selection menu of the menu video data 84 by use of the 

mode, for example, monaural or stereo is described, and the disk structure information 86, menu structure information 87 

audio classification, for example, a case wherein no speci- and cell information table 88 of the file management infor- 

fication is made or a case wherein a language is used is 5 mation of the disk information file 76 and displays the menu 

described. Further, in the audio stream attribute (FAATR), on tbe i mag e plane as will be described later. That is, a main 

MIX relating to mixing, master stream number and specified me nu display screen displaying the genre of karaoke is 

code are described. In MIX, information indicating that the displayed, and when a genre is specified on the main menu 

audio stream is an independent stream, that is, it is a master display screen by use of the key operating and displaying 

stream which cannot be used for mixing, that the audio 10 sec ti 0 n 4, the sequence number thereof is specified. After 

stream is a stream which can be used for mixing and can be thiS; a su b-menu display screen displaying the titles of 

independently reproduced, that is, it is a master stream, or musical compositions, and when the title of a musical 

that the audio stream is a stream which can be used for composition is specified on the sub-menu display screen, the 

mixing but cannot be independently reproduced, that is, it is program number thereof is specified. Thus, the file number 

a slave stream is described. In the master stream number, the 15 and se q Uence information corresponding to the selected 

number of an audio stream of the master stream to be mixed sequence and a program in the sequence are specified, 

is described when the audio stream is the slave stream, and an operation from a step of acqu iring the specified 

information indicating that a target audio stream is not yideo flk ?8 tQ a gtep q{ reproducing the video data i0 2 is 

available is described in the case of independent stream or explained . In order t0 acquire sequence information for the 

master stream. Further, in the specified code, code numbers 20 fied nce mmber; a program t0 be repro duced, that 

indicating languages described in the language tabte sepa- ^ fik m ment i nformat ion 101 of the video file 78 

rately determined, for example, English, Japanese, German tQ which ^ nce is attributed fe first rea d out in the 

or the like are described when information indicating the §ame manner ag fa (he cage wherein ^ disk information file 

languages for the respective audio classifications or mdicat- ?6 ig a ired by use of the recording position and recording 

ing that the stream is an audio stream is described. 25 capadty of each vide0 file 78 derived from the volume 

Next, the operation of reproducing karaoke data from the management information 74 and then stored into the data 

optical disk 10 bavin" the logic formats shown in FIGS. 4 - . - - ■ 

tolli; explained w^r'eference to FIG. 1 In FIG. 1, arrows *^ e ™ c PU xction 50 acquires sequence informa - 

indicated by so id lines indicate data buses and arrows > ^ fied * & frQm the 

indicated by broken lines indicate control buses. 3 o s e in formation table 114 of the file management 

In the optical disk apparatus shown m FIG. 1, when the information 10 i st0 red in the data RAM section 56 and 

power supply switch is turned ON, the CPU section 50 reads transfors ^ data and ^ information 117 in the cell 

out an initialization program from the system ROM and information tab i e n 5 necesS ary for reproducing the program 

RAM 52 and drives the disk drive section 30. Therefore, the of ^ nce t0 the tem R0 M & RAM 52 and stores 

disk drive section 30 starts the readout operation from the 35 {he game tbereln 

lead-in area 27 and reads out volume management informa- „ „ . * . ' , ^ , , • • j j 
tion from the volume management information area 74 of . Cel1 ^formation to be first reproduced is acquired accord- 
the volume management area 70 following the lead-in area to the cell reproducing order information of the program 
27. That is, in order to read out volume management 111 the thus acc J ulred sequence information and a read corn- 
information from the volume management information area 40 ? and fr ° m a target address is issued to the disk drive section 
74 recorded in a preset position of the disk 10 set in the disk 3 » based °" the ff /nd v ; deo d f reproduction starting 
drive section 30, the system CPU section 50 issues a read address in the cell information. The disk drive section 30 
command to the disk drive section 30 to read out the content dn J es * e °Ptical d ^ K> m response to the read command 
of the volume management information and temporarily and reads out data at the target address from the optical disk 
store the same into the data RAM section 56 via the system 45 10 and then transfers the readout data to the system proces- 
processor section 54. The system CPU section 50 extract sor sectl0n f 4 '^ e system processor section 54 temporarily 
information of the recording position and recording capacity stores supplied data into the data RAM section 56, deter- 
of each file and other information necessary for the man- f nes the classification (video, audio sub-picture, repro- 
agement from a data string of the volume management ducbon information or the lie) of the data based on header 
information stored in the data RAM section 56, transfers the 50 Ration attached to the data, and transfers data to the 
information to a preset location of the system ROM & RAM decoder sectlon 58 > 60 > 62 corresponding to the determined 
section 52 and stores the same therein. classification. 

Next, the system CPU section 50 acquires the disk infor- Each of the decoder sections 58, 60, 62 decodes data 

mation file 76 corresponding to the file number "0" from the according to the data format thereof and supplies the 

system ROM & RAM section 52 by referring to the infor- 55 decoded data to the D/A & reproduction processing section 

mation of the recording position and recording capacity of 64. The D/A & reproduction processing section 64 converts 

each file which has been previously acquired. That is, the a digital signal obtained as the result of decoding into an 

system CPU section 50 issues a read command to the disk analog signal, subjects the analog signal to the mixing 

drive section 30 by referring to the information of the process, and outputs the thus obtained signal to the monitor 

recording position and recording capacity of each file which 60 section 6, speaker section 8. 

has been previously acquired, reads out file management In the process of determination of data classification, if 

information of the disk information file 76 having a file data is reproduction information indicating the reproducing 

number "0" from the system ROM & RAM section 52 and position of video data, the reproduction information is not 

stores the same into the data RAM section 56 via the system transferred to the decoder, but the reproduced data is stored 

processor section 54. The system CPU section also transfers 65 into the data RAM section 52. The reproduction information 

the acquired information to a preset location of the system is referred to by the system CPU section 50 as required and 

ROM & RAM 52 and stores the same therein. used for monitoring when video data is reproduced. 
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When reproduction of one cell is completed, cell infor- 
mation to be next reproduced is acquired from the cell 
reproducing order information in the sequence information 
and is successively reproduced in the same manner as 
described above. 

Further, a circuit for the audio control operation for audio 
data in the D/A & reproduction processing section 64 is 
explained in detail with reference to FIG. 12. In FIG. 12, the 
key operating and displaying section 4 is divided into a 
display section 4A and a keying section 4B. 

As described before, video data optically detected by the 
optical disk 10, that is, an RF signal is divided into video 
data and audio data by the system processor section 58, and 
the video data is decoded by the video decoder section 58 
and output as a video reproduction signal. On the other hand, 
the audio data is input to the audio decoder section 60, 
decoded into an audio signal and divided into a main audio 
signal corresponding to the master stream and a sub-audio 
signal corresponding to the slave stream which are sepa- 
rately output. The tone of the main audio signal is adjusted 
by a voice tone control section 126 and then the main audio 
signal is input to a voice adding/changing section 127. 
Further, the sub-audio signal is adjusted to have an adequate 
signal amplitude by a sub-audio signal amplitude adjusting 
section 124 and then input to a sub-audio signal L/R balance 
adjusting section 125 so as to adjust the volume balance 
between the L (left) side and the R (right) side. A micro- 
phone voice signal is input to a voice receiving section 120 
from a microphone (not shown), an external voice signal 
from the voice receiving section 120 is input to a reverbera- 
tion effect control section 129 and is subjected to the echo 
process in the reverberation effect control section 129. The 
external voice signal subjected to the echo process is output 
to the voice adding/changing section 127 which is supplied 
with a main audio signal output from the voice tone control 
section 126 and a sub-audio signal output from the sub- 
audio signal L/R balance adjusting section 125. In the voice 
adding/changing section 127, the main audio signal and 
sub-audio signal and the external voice signal are added 
together, selectively changed as required, and finally output 
as a stereo audio signal. The respective portions of the circuit 
shown in FIG. 12 are controlled by the system CPU section 
50 and connected to the display section 4A for displaying the 
operation state and the keying section 4B for receiving an 
instruction from the user via the system CPU section 50. 

The operation of the circuit shown in FIG. 12 is explained 
with reference to the flowchart shown in FIGS. 13A and 
13B. As described before, the system CPU section 50 reads 
out file management information recorded in the preset area 
of the disk via the system processor section 54 to acquire all 
the information necessary for the musical performance 
including sequence application. The readout information is 
stored in the system ROM & RAM 52 until the power supply 
switch of the reproducing apparatus is turned OFF (step SI). 

When data is reproduced from the disk, the sequence 
application (SCAT) is first analyzed and whether the karaoke 
mode is selected or not is determined. If a mode other than 
the karaoke mode is set, the operation of the disk device is 
set according to the set mode (steps S2, S3). 

If the karaoke mode is set, information indicating that the 
karaoke mode is set is displayed by means of an LED, for 
example, on the display section 4A, and at the same time, the 
starting point of the first musical performance is searched for 
and the pause mode is set in the starting position (steps S3, 
S4). In this case, an adjustment display screen such as a 
microphone volume adjustment display screen as shown in 
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FIGS. 14A, 14B or 14C can be displayed on the monitor 6 
by operating the keying section 4B. That is, if the micro- 
phone volume is adjusted while observing the adjustment 
display screen of FIG. 14A, an adjustment command thereof 
is supplied to the microphone voice receiving section 120 
via the keying section 4B and the amplification factor for the 
received microphone voice signal is changed, and if the echo 
is adjusted while observing the adjustment display screen of 
FIG. 14B, an adjustment command thereof is supplied to the 

) reverberation effect control means 129 via the keying sec- 
tion 4B and the echo of the received microphone voice 
signal is changed. Further, if the key control corresponding 
to the pitch as shown in FIG. 14C is adjusted, an adjustment 
command thereof is supplied to the voice tone control 

> section 126 via the keying section 4B and the tone of the 
main audio signal is changed. Further, if the level of the 
sub-audio and the right-left balance thereof are adjusted 
while observing the adjustment display screens of FIGS. 
14D, 14E, adjustment commands thereof are supplied to the 

) sub-audio signal amplitude adjusting section 124 and sub- 
audio signal L/R balance adjusting section 125 via the 
keying section 4B and the reproduced audio level of the 
sub-audio and the right-left balance thereof are adjusted. In 
order to cope with a case wherein the adjustment is errone- 

; ously effected, a display screen as shown in FIG. 14F for 
releasing the adjustment is displayed, a reset command is 
supplied to the microphone voice receiving section 
reverberation effect control means 129, voice tone control 
section 126, sub-audio signal amplitude adjusting section 

) 124 and sub-audio signal L/R balance adjusting section 125 
according to the releasing operation, and the microphone 
voice receiving section 120, reverberation effect control 
means 129, voice tone control section 126, sub-audio signal 
amplitude adjusting section 124 and sub-audio signal L/R 

; balance adjusting section 125 are returned to the standard 
states set before the adjustment. After the adjustment, 
whether menu information, particularly, a menu for all of the 
titles of musical compositions is present or not is determined 
(step S5), and if the menu information is present, whether 

) the menu for all of the titles of musical compositions is 
displayed as a menu display screen or not is determined (step 
S6). When the menu for all of the titles of musical compo- 
sitions is displayed (step S7), the menu is displayed and the 
title of a musical composition is selected from the menu 

; (step S9). In this case, it is clearly understood that the menu 
for all of the titles of musical compositions can be con- 
structed by a main menu and a plurality of sub-menus as 
described before. If the title of a musical composition is not 
selected, the step S5 is effected again. Further, if it is 

) determined in the step S5 that no menu is present or if 
non-display of the menu is selected in the step S6, the menu 
of the titles of musical compositions is not displayed and the 
title of a musical composition is selected by specifying the 
title by use of a code on the list of the titles (steps S8, S9). 

i As described before, selection of the title of a musical 
composition to be performed corresponds to selection of a 
program in a certain sequence, and the head cell in the 
program is searched for by specification of the program. 
Thus, the operation of interactive karaoke can be effected in 

) the pause mode. If the title of a musical composition to be 
performed is selected, whether the performance starting key 
is operated or not is determined (step S10), and if the 
performance starting key is not operated, the step S5 is 
effected again. If the performance starting key is operated, 

; the specified title of the musical composition is searched for 
and the musical performance is started (step SU). After this, 
when the performance is ended, the pause mode is set and 
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kept in the starting position of the next musical composition 
and the step S5 is effected again (step S13). The end of the 
performance is the end of the selected program as described 
before and corresponds to reproduction of cell data in the 
program. At the time of end of the performance, an adjust- 
ment command set before the performance is reset if a hold 
key for holding the adjusting operation is not operated on the 
keying section 4B. That is, at the time of end of the 
performance, a reset command is generated from the keying 
section 4B, the reset command is supplied to the microphone 
voice receiving section 120, reverberation effect control 
means 129, voice tone control section 126, sub-audio signal 
amplitude adjusting section 124 and sub-audio signal L/R 
balance adjusting section 125, and the microphone voice 
receiving section 120, reverberation effect control means 
129, voice tone control section 126, sub-audio signal ampli- 
tude adjusting section 124 and sub-audio signal L/R balance 
adjusting section 125 are returned to the standard states set 
before the adjustment. The reset command may be generated 
when the title of a musical composition to be next sung is 
selected on the next menu display screen, or the hold state 
may be maintained between the musical compositions of the 
selected genre and a reset command may be generated when 
the genre is changed. 

If the musical performance is not ended and when a 
singing restarting key is operated (step S14) because a 
nerson wants to stem sinfinu in the course of performance 
and start singing from the beginning, for example, the step 
Sll is effected again. In the singing restarting mode, the 
head cell of the selected program is specified as a reproduc- 
ing cell and data cells are successively reproduced. Further, 
if the person's song is out of tune with the musical perfor- 
mance and the tone or reverberation key is operated in the 
course of performance, a process corresponding to the 
operated key is effected and the display screen is changed to 
a corresponding display screen, and then after an elapse of 
preset time, the original display screen set during the per- 
formance is displayed, that is, the step S12 is effected again. 
When the sub-audio level or balance key is operated (step 

515) , a process corresponding to the operated key is effected 
and the display screen is changed to a corresponding display 
screen, and then after an elapse of preset time, the original 
display screen set during the performance is displayed (step 

516) , that is, the step S12 is effected again. 

In the above menu display screen, not only the main audio 
of the musical performance corresponding to the title but 
also a sub-audio can be selected. For example, only the 
orchestra may be used as the main audio corresponding to 
the master stream and a vocal of model singing correspond- 
ing to the sub-audio may be selected as the slave stream in 
addition to the master stream. By this selection, the perfor- 
mance of only karaoke or the performance of vocal voice 
mixed with a voice guidance can be selected. 

Further, if a male vocal is allotted to the L (left) side of the 
vocal voice and a female vocal is allotted to the R (right) side 
and when one man sings a duet song alone, for example, he 
can sing the song with a vocal voice mixed with the 
orchestra only on the R (right) side. On the other hand, if one 
lady sings a duet song alone, only the male vocal on the L 
(left) side may be mixed. The above setting can be realized 
by selecting the slave stream in addition to the master stream 
from the menu display screen. 

Further, in the karaoke mode, the tone (key) of the audio 
signal of the orchestra can be adjusted and the reverberation 
effect (echo) can be added to the external input voice from 
the microphone, and at the same time, the sound volume of 
the microphone, reverberation level, tone, sub-audio level, 



and balance thereof are displayed in a symbolized form on 
the image plane according to the above key operation. In 
addition, a singing restarting function which is particularly 
necessary in the case of karaoke and permits a person to sing 
the song from the beginning again is provided and the 
function is to set the musical performance back to the head 
of the musical composition which is now performed and 
reproduce the musical composition immediately after the 
singing resetting key is operated. 

3 A theoretical format for a new version which is different 
from the initial version shown in FIGS. 4 to 11 and is 
obtained by improving the initial version is explained with 
reference to FIGS. 15 to 59. The detail operation of the 
optical disk apparatus shown in FIG. 1 based on the theo- 

5 retical format for the new version is explained after the 
theoretical format for the new version which is obtained by 
improving the initial version is explained. 

FIG. 15 shows the structure of the theoretical format for 
the new version which is obtained by improving the initial 

3 version. That is, the data recording area 28 between the 
lead-in area 27 and the lead-out area 26 on the optical disk 
of FIG. 1 has a volume and file structure as shown in FIG. 
15. The structure has been determined in conformity to 
specific logic format standards, such as micro UDF or ISO 

5 9660. The data recording area 28 is physically divided into 
a plurality of sectors as described earlier. These physical 
sectors are assigned serial numbers. In the following 
explanation, a logical address means a logical sector number 
(LSN) as determined in micro UDF or ISO 9660. Like a 

3 physical sector, a logical sector contains 2048 bytes. The 
numbers (LSN) of logical sectors are assigned consecutively 
in ascending order as the physical sector number increments. 
As shown in FIG. 15, the volume and file structure is a 

. hierarchic structure and contains a volume and file structure 

5 area 270, a video manager (VMG) 271, at least one video 
title set (VTS) 272, and other recorded areas 273. These 
areas are partitioned at the boundaries between logical 
sectors. As with a conventional CD, a logical sector is 
defined as a set of 2048 bytes. Similarly, a logical block is 

] defined as a set of 2048 bytes. Therefore, a single logical 
sector is defined as a single logical block. 

The file structure area 270 corresponds to a management 
area determined in micro UDF or ISO 9660. According to 

; the description in the management area, the video manager 
271 is stored in the system ROM/RAM section 52. As 
explained with reference to FIG. 16, the information used to 
manage video title sets is written in the video manager 271, 
which is composed of a plurality of files 274, starting with 

3 file #0. In each video title set (VTS) 272, compressed video 
data, compressed audio data, compressed sub-picture data, 
and the playback information about these data items are 
stored as explained later. Each video title set is composed of 
a plurality of files 274. The number of video title sets 272 is 

5 limited to 99 maximum. Furthermore, the number of files 
274 (from File #j to File #j+9) constituting each video title 
set is determined to be 10 maximum. These files are also 
partitioned at the boundaries between logical sectors. 
In the other recorded areas 273, the information capable 

3 of using the aforementioned video title sets 272 is recorded. 
The other recorded areas 273 are not necessarily provided. 

In the karaoke optical disk 10, karaoke with moving 
picture, that is, video, audio and sub-picture data containing 
lyric lines displayed as a sub-picture together with the 

; accompaniment are stored in video title sets 272 as video 
object sets 282 to be reproduced as will be explained later. 
Therefore, in the case of karaoke, title sets 272 can be 
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provided as the video title sets 272 classified by g£ 
by singers, or by genres. The relation between the classifi- 
cation of karaoke and the format is explained later in detail. 

As shown in FIG. 16, the video manager 271 contains at 
least three items each corresponding to individual files 274. 5 
Specifically, the video manager 271 is made up of video 
manager information (VMGI) 275, a video object set 
(VMGM„VOBS) 276 for video manager menu, and backup 
(VMGI__BUP) 277 of video manager information. Here, the 
volume manager information (VMGI) 275 and the backup 10 
(VMGLBUP) 277 of video manager information are deter- 
mined to be indispensable items, and the video object set 
(VMGIVLVOBS) 276 for video manager menu is deter- 
mined to be an optional item. In the video object set 
(VMGM-VOBS) 276 for VMGM, the video data, audio " 
data, and sup-picture data for a menu of the volumes of the 
optical disk managed by the video manager 271 are stored. 

Like the case of video reproduction which will be 
explained later, the volume name of the optical disk and the 
explanation of audio and sub-picture accompanied by the 20 
display of the volume name are displayed by the video 
object set (VMGM-VOBS) 276 for VMGM and selectable 
items are displayed by the sub-picture. For example, infor- 
mation indicating that the optical disk contains karaoke data 
relating to collections of hit songs of a certain generation, 
that is, the volume names of collections of pops hit songs in 
the 1960's and images of the singers who produced hit songs 
in the 1960's are reproduced by use of video data by the 
video object set (VMGM__VOBS) 276 for VMGM, an 
introduction of the hit song is reproduced with audio, and the 
name of the hit song is displayed by the sub-picture. Further, 
the names of the singers who produced hit songs in the 
1960's are displayed as selectable items and an inquiry 
about selection of one of the singers is made. 

Here, the structure of a video object set (VOBS) 82 will 35 
be described with reference to FIG. 17. FIG. 17 shows an 
example of a video object set (VOBS) 82. The video object 
set (VOBS) 282 comes in three types 276, 295, 296 for two 
menus and a title. Specifically, in the video object set 4Q 
(VOBS) 282, a video title set (VTS) 272 contains a video 
object set (VTSM_VOBS) 295 for a menu of video title sets 
and a video object set (VTSTT_VOBS) 296 for the titles of 
at least one video title set, as explained later. Each video 
object 282 set has the same structure except that their uses 4J 
differ. 

As shown in FIG. 17, a video object set (VOBS) 282 is 
defined as a set of one or more video objects (VOB). The 
video objects 283 in a video object set (VOBS) 282 are used 
for the same application. A video object set (VOBS) 282 for 50 
menus is usually made up of a single video object (VOB) 
283 and stores the data used to display a plurality of menu 
screens. In contrast, a video object set (VTSTT_VOBS) 282 
for title sets is usually composed of a plurality of video 
objects (VOB) 283. 55 

The video object (VOB) 283 corresponds to video data of 
a collection of hit songs of a certain singer in a case wherein 
karaoke data in the collection of the hit songs in the 1960's 
is taken as an example. Further, menu data of the titles of the 
songs of the singer is stored in the menu video object set 60 
(VTSM^VOBS) 295 of the video title set 272 and the 
specific title of the song can be specified according to the 
display of the menu. 

An identification number (IDN#j) is assigned to a video 
object (VOB) 283. By the identification number, the video 65 
object (VOB) 283 can be identified. A single video object 
(VOB) 283 is made up of one or more cells 284. Although 
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a usual video stream is made up of a plurality of cells, a 
menu video stream, or a video object (VOB) 283 may be 
composed of one cell 284. A cell is likewise assigned an 
identification number (C_IDN#j). By the identification 
number (C_JDN#j), the cell 284 is identified. 

As shown in FIG. 17, each cell 284 is composed of one 
or more video object units (VOBU) 285, normally a plurality 
of video object units (VOBU) 285. Here, a video object unit 
(VOBU) 285 is defined as a pack train having a single 
navigation pack (NV pack) 286 at its head. Specifically, a 
video object unit (VOBU) 285 is defined as a set of all the 
packs recorded, starting at a navigation pack 286 to imme- 
diately in front of the next navigation pack. The playback 
time of the video object unit (VOBU) corresponds to the 
playback time of the video data made up of one or more 
GOPs contained in the video object unit (VOBU). The 
playback time is determined to be 0.4 or more second and 
less than one second. In the MPEG standard, a single GOP 
is determined to be normally 0.5 second long and be 
compressed screen data for reproducing about 15 screens 
during that duration. 

When a video object unit includes Karaoke video data as 
shown in FIG. 17, more than one GOP composed of video 
packs (V packs) 288, a sup-picture pack (SP pack) 290, and 
an audio pack (A pack) 291 all determined in the MPEG 
standard, are arranged to produce a video data stream. 
Regardless of the number of GOPs, a video object (VOBU) 
283 is determined on the basis of the playback time of a 
GOP. The video object always has a navigation pack (NV 
pack) 286 at its head. Even when the playback data consists 
only of audio and/or sub-picture data, it will be constructed 
using the video object unit as a unit. Specifically, even if a 
video object unit is constructed only of audio packs, the 
audio packs to be reproduced within the playback time of the 
video object unit to which the audio data belongs will be 
stored in the video object unit, as with the video object of 
video data. 

The video manager 271 will be explained with reference 
to FIG. 16. The video management information 275 placed 
at the head of the video manager 271 contains information 
on the video manager itself, the information used to search 
for titles, the information used to reproduce the video 
manager menu, and the information used to manage the 
video title sets (VTS) 272 such as the attribute information 
on video titles. The video management information contains 
four tables 278, 279, 280, 281 in the order shown in FIG. 16. 
Each of these tables 278, 279, 280 is aligned with the 
boundaries between logical sectors. A first table, a volume 
manger information management table (VMGI_MAT) 278, 
is a mandatory table, in which the size of the video manager 
271, the start address of each piece of the information in the 
video manger 271, and the start address of and the attribute 
information about the video object set (VMGM-VOBS) 
276 for a video manager menu are written. The attribute 
information includes the video attribute information, the 
audio attribute information, and the sub-picture attribute 
information. According to these pieces of attribute 
information, the modes of the decoders 58, 60, 62 are 
changed, thereby enabling the video object set (VMGM_ 
VOBS) 276 to be reproduced in a suitable mode. 

Further, a start address of the video title set contained in 
the volume of the optical disk 10 which can be selected 
according to the entry of a title number from the key 
operating and displaying section 4 of the apparatus is 
described in the title search pointer table (TT_SRPT) 279 
which is the second table of the video manager 271. 

The video manager menu PGCI unit table (VMGM__ 
PGCLUT) 248 which is the third table of the video 
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manager 271 is provided as a mandatory item when the 
video object (VMGM^VOB) 276 for video manager menu 
is present. In the video object (VMGM_VOB) 276 for video 
manager menu, program chains corresponding to various 
languages are provided and information relating to the 
program chains for menu corresponding to the respective 
languages is described. 

In a fourth table of the video manager 271, a video title 
set attribute table (VTS_ATRT) 280, the attribute informa- 
tion determined in the video title set (VTS) 272 in the 
volumes of the optical disk is written. Specifically, in this 
table, the following items are written as attribute informa- 
tion: the number of video title sets (VTS) 272, video title set 
(VTS) 272 numbers, video attributes, such as a video data 
compression scheme, audio stream attributes, such as an 
audio coding mode, and sub-picture attributes, such as the 
type of sup-picture display. 

The details of the contents of the volume management 
information management table (VMGLMAT) 278, video 
manager menu PGCI unit table (VMGM_PGCI_UT) 248, 
title search pointer table (TLSRPT) 279, and video title set 
attribute table (VTS__ATRT) 280 will be described with 
reference to FIGS. 18 to 32. 

As shown in FIG. 18, written in the volume management 
information management table (VMGLMAT) 278 are an 
identifier (VMG_JD) for the video manager 271, the size of 
video management information in the number of logical 
blocks (a single logical block contains 2048 bytes, as 
explained earlier), the version number (VERN) related to the 
standard for the optical disk, commonly known as a digital 
versatile disk (digital multipurpose disk, hereinafter, 
referred to as a DVD), and the category (VMG„CAT) of the 
video manger 271. 

In the category (VMG__CAT) of the video manager 271, 
a flag indicating whether or not the DVD video directory 
inhibits copying is written. Further written in the table 
(VMGLMAT) 278 are a volume set identifier (VLMS___ 
ID), the number of video title sets (VTS^Ns), the identifier 
for a provider supplying the data to be recorded on the disk 
(PVR_ID), the start address (VMGM_VOBS_SA) of the 
video object set (VMGM_VOBS) 276 for a video manager 
menu, the end address (VMGLMALEA) of a volume 
manager information management table (VMGLMAT) 
278, and the start address (TT_SRPT_SA) of a title search 
pointer table (TT_SRPT) 279. If the video object set 
(VMGM„VOBS) 295 for the VMG menu is absent, 
"OOOOOOOOh" will be written in its start address (VMGM_ 
VOBS_SA). The end address (VMGLMALEA) of 
VMGLMAT 278 and the start address (TLSRPLSA) of 
TT__SRPT 279 are represented by the number of logical 
blocks, relative to the first logical block. 

Furthermore, in the table 278, the start address (VMGM 
PGCI_UT_SA) of the video manager menu PGCI unit 
table (VMGM_PGCLUT) 248 and the start address 
(VTS^ATRLSA) of the attribute table (VTS^ATRT) of 
video title sets 272 (VTS) are represented by the number of 
bytes, relative to the first byte in the VMGI manager table 
(VMGLMAT) 71, and the video attribute (VMGMLVL 
ATR) of the video manager menu (VMGM) video object set 
276 is written as well. Further written in the table 278 are the 
number (VMGM^AST_Ns) of audio streams in the video 
manager menu (VMGM), the attributes (VMGM_AST_ 
ATR) of audio streams in the video manager menu 
(VMGM), the number (VMGM^_SPST__Ns) of sub-picture 
streams in the video manager menu (VMGM), and the 
attributes (VMGM_SPST_ATR) of sub-picture streams in 
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the video manager menu (VMGM). If the video manager 
menu (VMGM) is absent, "OOOOOOOh" will be written in the 
video manager menu PGI unit table (VMGM„PGCI_UT). 
Explanation of the structure shown in FIG. 16 will be 

5 resumed. In the title search pointer table (TT_SRPT) 279 of 
FIG. 16, as shown in FIG. 19, the title search pointer table 
information (TSPTI) is first written and then as many title 
search pointers (TLSRP) for input numbers 1 to n (n !e 99) 
as are needed are written consecutively. When only the 

10 playback data for a single title, for example, only the video 
data for a single title, is stored in a volume of the optical 
disk, only a single title search pointer (TLSRP) 293 is 
written in the table (TLSRPT) 279. 

The title search pointer table information (TSPTI) 292 

15 contains the number of entry program chains (EN__PGC_ 
Ns) and the end address (TT_SRPT_EA) of the title search 
pointer (TT-SRP) 293 as shown in FIG. 20. The address 
(TT_SRPT_EA) is represented by the number of bytes, 
relative to the first byte in the title search pointer table 

20 ( TT _SRPT) 279. Furthermore, as shown in FIG. 22, each 
title search pointer (TLSRP) contains the video title set 
number (VTSN), the program chain number (PGCN), and 
the start address (VTS_SA) of the video title set 272. 
The contents of the title search pointer (TLSRP) 293 

25 specifies a video title set (VTS) 272 to be reproduced and a 
program chain (PGC) as well as a location in which the 
video title set 272 is to be stored. The start address (VTS_ 
SA) of the video title set 272 is represented by the number 
of logical blocks in connection with the title set specified by 
the video title set number (VTSN). 

Here, a program chain 287 is defined as a set of programs 
289 that reproduce the story of a title as shown in FIG. 22. 
In the case of a program chain for a menu, still picture 

35 programs or moving picture programs are reproduced one as 
a page menu after another to complete a menu for a single 
title. In the case of a program chain for a title set, a program 
chain corresponds to a chapter in a story consisting of 
programs and the movie of a single title is completed by 

40 reproducing program chains consecutively. As shown in 
FIG. 22, each program 289 is defined as a set of aforemen- 
tioned cells 284 arranged in the order in which they are to 
be reproduced. In the case of karaoke, if the title set 272 is 
a collection of hit songs in the 1960's, the program chain 287 

45 is a set of titles of songs of a certain singer in the 1960's,that 
is, a collection of the programs 289 like the case of the video 
object 283. Therefore, a collection of hit songs in the 1960's 
can be specified by specifying the title set 272, a collection 
of karaoke songs of a certain singer in the 1960's can be 

so specified by specifying the program chain 287, and the title 
of a concrete song can be specified by specifying the 
program 289. 

In the video manager menu PGCI unit table (VMGM_ 
PGCLUT) 280 shown in FIG. 16, video manager menu 

55 PGCI unit table information (VMGM_PGCLUTI) 250 is 
first described as shown in FIG. 23, then video manager 
menu language unit search pointers (VMGM_LU_SRP) 
251 of a necessary number n corresponding to the number n 
of languages are successively described, and the video 

go manager menu language unit (VMGM_LU) 252 searched 
for by the search pointer is described. In this case, it is 
supposed that the menu defined by the video manager menu 
language unit (VMGM_LU) must contain only one PGC. 
In the video manager menu PGCI unit table information 

65 (VMGM _PGCI_UTI) 250, the number (VMGMJXL 
Ns) of VMGM language units (VMGM_LU) and the end 
address (VMGM_PGCI_UT EA) of the VMGM„PGCI 
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unit table (VMGM_PGCI_UT) 280 are described as shown 
in FIG. 24. In each of n video manager menu language unit 
search pointers (VMGM_LU_SRP) 251 prepared for 
respective languages, the language code (VMGM_LCD) of 
the video manager menu and the start address (VMGM„ 5 
LU_SA) of the language unit (VMGM_LU) of the video 
manager menu (VMGM) are described as shown in FIG. 25. 
The end address (VMGM_PGCI_UT_EA) of the 
VMGM_JPGCI_UT 280 and the start address (VMGM_ 
LU„SA) of the VMGM_LU 252 are described by use of w 
the logical block number from the head byte of the 
VMGM__PGCI unit table (VMGM_PGCI_UT) 280. 

In each of n VMGM language units (VMGM_LU) 252 
prepared for the respective languages, the video manager 
menu language unit information (VMGM„_LUI) 253 and 15 
VMGMJGCI search pointers (VMGM_PGCI_SRP) of a 
number corresponding to the number of menu program 
chains are provided as shown in FIG. 26, and VMGM„PGC 
information items (VMGMJGCI) 255 searched for by the 
search pointer and corresponding in number to the program 20 
chains for menu are provided. 

In each language unit information (VMGM__LUI) 253, 
the number (VMGM_PGCI_Ns) of VMGM_PGCIs and 
the end address (VMGM„_LUI„EA) of the language unit 
information (VMGM_LUI) are described as shown in FIG. 2 5 
27. Further, in each VMGM_PGCI search pointer 
(VMGM_PGCI_SRP), the VMGM_PGC category 
(VMGM_PGC„CAT) and the start address (VMGM_ 
PGCLSA) of VMGM_JPGCI are described as shown in 
FIG. 28. The end address (VMGM_XUI_EA) of VMGM__ 30 
LUI and the start address (VMGM„PGCI_SA) of 
VMGM„PGCI are described by use of the relative logical 
block number from the head byte of VMGMLU. As the 
VMGM_PGC category (VMGM_PGC CAT), information 
indicating that the program chain is an entry program chain 35 
or title menu is described. 

As shown in FIG. 16, the video title set attribute table 
(VTS^ATRT) 280 describing the attribute information on 
the video title set (VTS) 272 contains video title set attribute 
table information (VTS_ATRTI) 266, n video title set 40 
attribute search pointers (VTS_ATR_SRP) 267, and n 
video title set attributes (VTS_ARTR) 268, which are 
arranged in that order. The video title set attribute table 
information (VTS_ATRTI) 266 contains information on the 
table 280. In the video title set attribute search pointers 45 
(VTS__ATR„SRP) 267, description is made in the order 
corresponding to the title sets #1 to #n and similarly descrip- 
tion is made of the pointers for searching for the video title 
set attributes (VTS__ATR) 268 written in the order corre- 
sponding to the title sets #1 to #n. In each of the video title so 
set attributes (VTS_ATR) 268, the attribute of the corre- 
sponding title set (VTS) is written. 

More specifically, the video title set attribute table infor- 
mation (VTS_ATRTI) 266 contains a parameter (VTS„Ns) 
for the number of video titles and a parameter (VTS„ 55 
ATRT„EA) for the end address of the video title set attribute 
table (VTS^ART) 280 as shown in FIG. 30. As shown in 
FIG. 31, in each video title set attribute search pointer 
(VTS_ATR_SRP) 267, a parameter (VTS_ATR„SA) for 
the start address of the corresponding video title set attribute 60 
(VTS^ATR) 268 is written. As shown in FIG. 32, the video 
title set attribute (VTS_ATR) 268 contains a parameter 
(VTS„ATR_EA) for the end address of the video title set 
attribute (VTS_ATR) 268, a parameter (VTS_CAT) for the 
category of the corresponding video title set, and a param- 65 
eter (VTS^ATRI) for attribute information on the corre- 
sponding video title set. Because the attribute information 



on the video title set contains the same contents of the 
attribute information on the video title set written in the 
video title set information management table (VTS„MAT), 
which will be explained later with reference to FIGS. 31 and 
32, explanation of it will be omitted. 

Now, the structure of the logic format of the video title set 
(VTS) 272 shown in FIG. 15 will be explained with refer- 
ence to FIG. 31. In each video title set (VTS) 272, four items 
294, 295, 296, 297 are written in the order shown in FIG. 33. 
Each video title set (VTS) 272 is made up of one or more 
video titles having common attributes. The video title set 
information (VTSI) contains the management information 
on the video titles 272, including information on playback of 
the video object set 296, information on playback of the title 
set menu (VTSM), and attribute information on the video 
object sets 272. 

Each video title set (VTS) 272 includes the backup 297 of 
the video title set information (VTSI) 294. Between the 
video title set information (VTSI) 294 and the backup 
(VTSI_BUP) of the information, a video object set 
(VTSM_VOBS) 295 for video title set menus and a video 
object set (VTSTT_VOBS) 296 for video title set titles are 
arranged. Both of the video object sets (VTSM_VOBS and 
VTSTT_VOBS) have the structure shown in FIG. 17, as 
explained earlier. 

The video title set information (VTSI) 294, the backup 
(VTSLBUP) 297 of the information, and the video object 
set (VTSTT_VOBS) 296 for video title set titles are items 
indispensable to the video title sets 272. The video object set 
(VTSM_VOBS) 295 for video title set menus is an option 
provided as the need arises. 

The video title set information (VTSI) 294 consists of 
seven tables 298, 299, 300, 301, 311, 312, 313 as shown in 
FIG. 33. These seven tables 298, 299, 300, 301, 311, 312, 
313 are forced to align with the boundaries between logical 
sectors. The video title set information management table 
(VTSLMAT) 298, a first table, is a mandatory table, in 
which the size of the video title set (VTS) 272, the start 
address of each piece of information in the video title set 
(VTS) 272, and the attributes of the video object sets 
(VOBS) 282 in the video title set (VTS) 272 are written. 

The video title set part-of -title search pointer table (VTS„ 
PTT_SRPT) 299, a second table, is mandatory table, in 
which part of the selectable video titles, that is, program 
chains (PGC) or programs (PG) contained in the selectable 
video title set 272, are written according to the number that 
the user has entered from the key/display section 4. Entering 
the desired one of the entry numbers listed in the pamphlet 
coming with the optical disk 10 from the key/display section 
4, the user can watch the video, starting with the section in 
the story corresponding to the entered number. The part of 
the selectable video title can be arbitrarily determined by 
title suppliers. 

The video title set program chain information table 
(VTS JGCIT) 300, a third table, is a mandatory table, in 
which the VTS program chain information (VTS_PGCI), or 
information on VTS program chains, is written. 

The video title set menu PGCI unit table (VTSM_PGCI_ 
UT) 311, a fourth table, is a mandatory item, when the video 
object set (VTSM_VOBS) 295 for video title set menus is 
provided. In the table, information on program chains for 
reproducing the video title set menu (VTSM) provided for 
each language is written. By referring to the video title set 
menu PGCI unit table (VTSM_PGCI_UT) 311, a program 
chain for the specified language in the video object set 
(VTSM„VOBS) 295 can be acquired and reproduced 
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The video title set time search map table (VTS_MAPT) 
301, a fifth table, is an optional table provided as the need 
arises, in which information on the recording location of the 
video data in each program chain (PGC) in the title set 272 
to which the map table (VTS^MAPT) 301 belongs is 5 
written for a specific period of time of playback display. 

The video title set cell address table (VTS_C_ADT) 
312, a sixth table, is a mandatory item, in which the address 
of each cell 284 constituting all the video objects 283 or the 
address of each cell piece constituting cells is written in the 10 
order in which the identification numbers of the video 
objects are arranged. Here, a cell piece is a piece constituting 
a cell. Cells undergo an interleaving process in cell pieces 
and are arranged in a video object 283. 

The video object title set video object unit address map 15 
(VTS_VOBlLADMAP) 313, a seventh table, is a manda- 
tory item, in which the start addresses of all the video object 
units 285 in the video title set are written in the order of 
arrangement. 

Next, the video title information manager table (VTSL 
MAT) 298 and video title set program chain information 
table (VTS _PGCIT) 300 shown in FIG. 33 and a video title 
set menu PGI unit table (VTSMPGCLUT) will be 
described with reference to FIGS. 34 to 50. 2J 

FIG. 34 shows the contents of the video title information 
manager table (VTSLMAT) 298, in which the video title 
set identifier (VTS_ID), the size (VTS__SZ) of the video 
title set 272, the version number (VERN) of the DVD video 
specification, the category (VTS^CAT) of the video title set 30 
272, and the end address (VTSLMALEA) of the video 
title information manager table (VTSLMAT) 298 are writ- 
ten in that order. In the category (VIS_CAT) of the video 
title set 272, the application field of the video title set 272 is 
written. If the application field is Karaoke, data to that effect 35 
will be written in the category. 

Furthermore, in the table (VTSLMAT) 298, the start 
address (VTSM„VOBS_SA) of the video object set part- 
of-title search pointer table (VTSM_VOBS) 295 for the 
VTS menu (VTSM) and the start address (WSTT_VOB_ 40 
SA) of the video object for the title in the video title set 
(VTS) are written. If the video object set (VTSM_BOBS) 
295 for the VTS menu (VTSM) is absent, "00000000b" will 
be written in the start address (VTSM_VOBS_SA). The 

end address (VTSLMAT EA) of VTSLMAT is 45 

expressed by the number of logical blocks, relative to the 
first byte in the video title set information management table 
(VTLMAT) 294. The start address (VTSM_VOBS_SA) 
of VTSM_VOBS and the start address (VTSTT_VOB_ 
SA) of VTSTLVOB are expressed by logical blocks 50 
(RLBN) relative to the first logical block in the video title set 
(VTS) 272. 

Furthermore, in the table (VTSLMAT) 298, the start 
address (VTS_PTT_SRPT_SA) of the video title set infor- 
mation part-of-title search pointer table (VTSJTLSRPT) 55 
299 is represented by the number of blocks, relative to the 
first byte in the video title set information (VTSI) 294. 
Furthermore, in the table (VTSLMAT) 298, the start 
address (VTS_PGCIT_SA) of the video title set program 
chain information table (VTS_PGCIT) 300 and the start 60 
address (VTS_PGCI_UT_SA) of the PGCI unit table 
(VTS_PGCLUT) 311 of video title set menus are repre- 
sented by the number of blocks, relative to the first byte in 
the video title set information (VTSI) 294, and the start 
address (VTS_MAPT_SA) of the time search map table 65 
(VTS_MAPT) 301 in the video title set (VTS) is repre- 
sented by sectors, relative to the first logical sector in the 
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video title set (VTS) 272. Similarly, the VTS address table 
(VTS_C_ADT) 312 and the address map (VTS_VOBU_ 
ADMAP) 313 for VTS„VOBU are written in logical 
sectors, relative to the first logical sector in the video title set 
(VTS) 272. 

Written in the table (VTSLMAT) 298 are the video 
attribute (VTSM_V_ATR) of the video object set 
(VTSM_VOBS) 295 for the video title set menu (VTSM) in 
the video title set (VTS) 272, the number of audio streams 
(VTSM_ J AST_Ns), the attributes (VTSM„AST„ATR) of 
the audio streams, the number of sub-picture streams 
(VTSM_SPST_Ns), and the attributes (VTSM__SPST„ 
ATR) of the sub-picture streams. Similarly, further written in 
the table (VTSLMAT) 298 are the video attribute (VTS„ 
V_ATR) of the video object set (VTSM„VOBS) 296 for 
the video title (VTSTT) for the video title (VTS) in the video 
title set (VTS) 272, the number of audio streams (VTS_ 
AST_Ns), the attributes (VTS_AST_ATR) of the audio 
streams, the number of sub-picture streams (VTS_SPST_ 
Ns), and the attributes (VTS_SPSLA.TR) of the sub- 
picture streams. Additionally, the attribute (VTS_MU_ 
ASLATR) of the multichannel audio stream in the video 
title set (VTS) is written in the table (VTSLMAT) 298. 

eight streams are prepared for the audio 
of 32 streams are prepared for the 
sub-picture stream. The attribute for each stream is 
described. In the sub-picture stream attribute (VTS SPST 
ATR), information indicating that the type of the sub-picture 
is a language or not is described. If the category (VTS„ 
CAT) of the video title set 272 is karaoke, streams of lyric 
lines of various languages such as English, Japanese or other 
language can be prepared as the sub-picture stream. 
Generally, if the category (VTS_CAT) is karaoke, informa- 
tion indicating that the type of the sub-picture is a language 
is described in the sub-picture stream attribute (VTS_ 
SPST_ATR). 

Next, the audio stream attribute is explained with refer- 
ence to FIG. 35. In the audio stream attribute (VTSM„ 
AST__ATR) of the video object set (VTSM_VOBS) 295 for 
VTSM and the audio stream attribute (VTS_AST_ATR) of 
the video object set (VTST_VOBS) 296 for the video title 
set title (VTSTT), almost the same attribute information as 
the audio stream attribute (VMGM_AST_ATR) of the 
video object (VMGM_VOBS) for the video manager menu 
is written. Specifically, in the attribute (VTSM_AST_ATR) 
of the audio stream in the VTS menu video object set 
(VTSM_VOBS) 295, as shown in FIG. 35, bit number b63 
to bit number b48 are allocated to the audio coding mode, 
reservation, audio type, audio application ID, quantization, 
sampling frequency, reservation, and the number of audio 
channels, and bit number b47 to bit number bO are left empty 
for reservation for later use. In the attribute (VTS_AST_ 
ATR) for the audio stream for the video title set title (VTST), 
as shown in FIG. 35, bit number b63 to bit number b48 are 
allocated to the audio coding mode, expansion of 
multichannel, audio type, audio application ID, 
quantization, sampling frequency, reservation, and the num- 
ber of audio channels, and bit number b47 to bit number b40 
and bit number b39 to bit number b32 are allocated to 
specific codes; bit number b31 to bit number b24 are for 
reservation for specific codes; bit number b23 to bit number 
b8 are left empty for reservation for later use; and bit number 
b8 to bO are allocated to application information. Here, if the 
VTS menu video object set (VTSM^VOBS) 295 is absent, 
or if no audio stream is present in the video object set, "0" 
will be written in each bit, starting at bit number b63 down 
to bit number bO. 
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In both of the attributes (VTSM__AST_ATR, VTS„ 
AST„ATR) of the audio streams for VTSM and VTST, bit 
numbers b63, b62, b61 are allocated to the audio coding 
mode. When "000" is written for the audio coding mode, this 
means that the audio data has been coded according to Dolby 5 
AC-3 (a trademark of Dolby Laboratories Licensing 
Corporation). When "010" is written for the audio coding 
mode, this means that the audio data is compressed without 
any expanded bit stream under MPEG-1 or MPEG-2. When 
"011" is written for the audio coding mode, this means that 1Q 
the audio data is compressed with an expanded bit stream 
under MPEG-2. When "100" is written for the audio coding 
mode, this means that the audio data is coded by linear PCM. 
For the audio data, the other numbers are for reservation for 

At a frame rate (which is written in VTSM_V_ATR and " 
VTS_V„ATR) at which a single frame is drawn at a 
horizontal frequency of 60 Hz using 525 scanning lines, in 
the video data attribute, Dolby AC-3 ("000" in bit numbers 
b63, b62, b61) or linear PCM ("100" in bit numbers b63, 20 
b62, b61) is to be set. At a frame rate (which is written in 
VTSM_V_ATR and VTS_V__ATR) at which a single 
frame is drawn at a horizontal frequency of 50 Hz using 625 
scanning lines, in the video data attribute, MPEG-1 or 
MPEG-2 ("010" or "011" in bit numbers b63, b62, b61) or 25 
linear PCM ("100" in bit numbers b63, b62, b61) is to be set. 
Tn the audio coding mode of the VTST audio stream attribute 
(VTS_AST_ATR), expansion of multichannel is written in 
bit number b60. When bit number b60 contains "0", this 
means that the multichannel audio stream attribute (VTS_ 30 
MU_AST_ATR) of VTS related to audio streams is 
invalid. When bit number b60 contains "1", this means 
linking to the multichannel audio stream attribute (VTS_ 
MU__AST_ATR) of VTS related to audio streams. 

The audio type is written in bit numbers b59 and b58. 35 
When the audio type is not specified, "00" will be written in 
these bit numbers. When a language, or speech, is specified, 
"01" will be written in these bit numbers. The other numbers 
are for reservation. The ID of an audio application field is 
written in bit numbers b57 and b56. When the ID is not 40 
specified, "00" will be written in these bit numbers; when 
karaoke is specified, "01" is written in these bit numbers; 
when surround is specified, "10" is written in these bit 
numbers; and the other numbers are for reservation. 

The quantization of audio data is written in bit numbers 45 
b55 and b54. When bit numbers b55, b54 contain "00", this 
means the audio data quantized in 16 bits; when bit numbers 
b55, b54 contain "01", this means the audio data quantized 
in 20 bits; when bit numbers b55, b54 contain "10", this 
means the audio data quantized in 24 bits; and when bit 50 
numbers b55, b54 contain "11", this means that the quan- 
tization is not specified. Here, when the audio coding mode 
is set to linear PCM ("100" in bit numbers b63, b62, b61), 
no specification of quantization ("11" in bit numbers b55, 
b54) is written. The audio data sampling frequency Fs is 55 
written in bit numbers b53 and b52. When the sampling 
frequency Fs is 48 kHz, "00" is written in these bit numbers; 
when the sampling frequency Fs is 96 kHz, "01" is written 
in these bit numbers; and the other numbers are for reser- 
vation. 60 

The number of audio channels is written in bit numbers 
b66 to b64. When bit numbers b50, b49, 48 contain "000", 
this means a single channel (monaural); when bit numbers 
b50, b49, 48 contain "001", this means two channels 
(stereo); when bit numbers b50, b49, 48 contain "010", this 65 
means three channels; when bit numbers b50, b49, 48 
contain "011", this means four channels; when bit numbers 



b50, b49, 48 contain "100", this means five channels; when 
bit numbers b50, b49, 48 contain "101", this means six 
channels; when bit numbers b50, b49, 48 contain "110", this 
means seven channels; and when bit numbers b50, b49, 48 
contain "111", this means eight channels. 

Specific codes are to be written in b47 to b40 and b39 to 
b32. When the type of audio stream is language, or speech, 
the code for the language determined in ISO-639 is written 
in these bit locations in the form of a language symbol. 
When the type of audio stream is not language or speech, the 
locations are for reservation. 

The number (VTS_AST_Ns) of VTS audio streams is 
set in the range of 0 to 8. Thus, eight VTS audio stream 
attributes (VTS_AST_^ATR) are prepared in accordance 
with the number of streams that can be set. Specifically, 
areas for the VTS audio stream attributes (VTS_AST_Ns) 
of VTS audio stream #0 to VTS audio stream #7 are 
provided. When the number of VTS audio streams is less 
than 8 and some attributes have no corresponding audio 
streams, the VTS audio stream attributes (VTS„AST„Ns) 
corresponding to the absent audio streams shown in FIG. 35 
have "0" in all bits. 

The audio application field from the bit number b7 to the 
bit number bO is used as a reservation area which is not 
particularly specified, but if "01" is described in the bit 
numbers b73 and b72 and it is clear that ID of the audio 
application field is karaoke, the number of channels is 
limited to a maximum number of five channels and the 
channel assignment mode is described. The channel assign- 
ment mode is different for respective coding modes (AC_3, 
MPEG-1, MPEG-2, linear PCM) described in the bit num- 
bers b63, b62, b61 and the assignment is determined for each 
assignment mode. Further, in the audio application field, 
information indicating that it is an audio stream containing 
introduction by a master of ceremonies or not, or informa- 
tion indicating solo or duet is described. 

In the attribute (VTS_MU_„AST_ATR) of the multi- 
channel audio stream of the video title set (VTS), the 
attributes of multichannel audio stream #0 to multichannel 
audio stream #7 are written. In each multichannel audio 
stream attribute (VTS___MU„AST_ATR), the contents 
(e.g., karaoke or surround) of the audio channel, an audio 
mixing scheme, etc are written. 

The VTS program chain information table (VTS„ 
PGCIT) 300 of FIG. 33 has a structure as shown in FIG. 36. 
In the information table (VTS„PGCIT) 300, information 
(VTS-PGCIT) on the VTS program chains (VTS __PGC) is 
written, the first item of which is information (VTS_ 
PGCITJ) 302 on the information table (VTSJGCIT) 300 
of VTS program chains (VTS JGC). In the information 
table (VTS JGCIT) 300, the information (VTS _PGCIT_ 
I) 302 is followed by as many VTS„PGCI search pointers 
(VTS_PGCIT_SRP) 303 used to search for VTS program 
chains (VTS _PGC) as the number (from #1 to #n) of VTS 
program chains in the information table (VTS_PGCIT) 300. 
At the end of the table, there are provided as many pieces of 
information (VTS„PGCI) 304 on the respective VTS pro- 
gram chains (VTS JGC) as the number (from #1 to #n) of 
VTS program chains (VTS„_PGC). 

The information (VTS_PGCIT_I) 302 in the VTS pro- 
gram chain information table (VTSJGCIT) 300, as shown 
in FIG. 37, contains the number (VTS _J>GCJSs) of VTS 
program chains (VTS_PGC) and the end address (VTS^ 
PGCIT_EA) of the table information (VTS _PGCIT_J) 
302 expressed by the number of bytes, relative to the first 
byte of the information table (VTS JGCIT) 300. 
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Furthermore, as shown in FIG. 38, the VTS_PGCIT 
search pointer (VTS_PGCIT_SRP) 303 contains the cat- 
egory (VTS_PGC_CAT) of the program chains (VTS__ 
PGC) in the video title set (VTS) 272 and the start address 
(VTS_PGCI_SA) of the VTS_PGC information (VTS_ 5 
PGCI) expressed by the number of bytes, relative to the first 
byte of the VTS_PGC information table (VTS„PGCIT) 
300. Here, the VTS_PGC category (VTS„PGC_CAT) 
contains, for example, data indicating whether an entry 
program chain (Entry PGC) is the first one to be reproduced to 
or the type of the application field of program chains. 
Usually, an entry program chain (PGC) is written before 
program chains (PGC) that are not entry program chains 
(PGC). Additionally, Karaoke has been written as the type of 
the application field of the program claims. is 

The PGC information (VTS _JPGCI) 304 in the video title 
set contains four items as shown in FIG. 39. In the PGC 
information (VTS_PGCI) 304, program chain general 
information (PGC_GI) 305, a mandatory item, is first 
arranged, followed by at least three items 306, 307, 308, that 20 
are made mandatory only when there is an video object. 
Specifically, contained as the three items in the PGC infor- 
mation (VTS_J?GCI) 304 are a program chain program map 
(PGC_PGMAP) 306, a cell playback information table 
(C_PBIT) 307, and a cell position information table 25 
(C_POSIT) 308. 



mation (PGC_GI) 305 contains the category (PGCI_CAT) 
of program chains (PGC), the contents (PGC_CNT) of 
program chains (PGC), and the playback time (PGC_PB_ 30 
TIME) of program chains (PGC). Written in the category 
(PGCLCAT) of PGC are whether the PGC can be copied or 
not and whether the programs in the PGC are played back 
continuously or at random and the type of the application 
field of program chains. If the application field of the 35 
program chains is Karaoke, data indicating Karaoke will be 
written as the type. 

The contents (PGC_CNT) of PGC contain the descrip- 
tion of the program chain structure, that is, the number of 4Q 
programs, the number of cells, etc. The playback time 
(PGC_PB_TIME) of PGC contains the total playback time 
of the programs in the PGC. The playback time is the time 
required to continuously play back the programs in the PGC, 
regardless of the playback procedure. 4J 

Furthermore, the program chain general information 
(PGC_GI) 305 contains PGC sub-picture stream control 
(PGC_SPST_CTL), PGC audio stream control (PGC_ 
AST^CTL), and PGC sub-picture pallet (PGC_SP_PLT). 
The PGC sub-picture stream control (PGC_SPST„CTL) so 
contains the number of sub-pictures usable in the PGC. The 
PGC audio stream control (PGC_AST_CTL) likewise con- 
tains the number of audio streams usable in the PGC. The 
PGC sub-picture pallet (PGC_SP PLT) contains a set of a 
specific number of color pallets used in all of the sub-picture 55 
streams in the PGC. 

Furthermore, the PGC general information (PGC_GI) 
305 contains the start address (PGC_PGMAP_SA_SA) of 
the PGC program map (PG C_PG M AP_S A), the start 
address (C_PBIT_SA) of the cell playback information 60 
table (C_PBIT) 307 and the start address (C_POSIT_SA) 
of the cell position information table (C„POSIT) 308. Both 
of the start addresses (C_PBIT_S A and CJPOSIT S A) are 
represented by the number of logical blocks, relative to the 
first byte in the VTS_PGC information (VTS_PGCI). 65 

The program chain program map (PGC_PGMAP) 306 is 
a map showing the arrangement of the programs in the PGC 
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of FIG. 41. In the map (PGC_PGMAP) 306, the entry cell 
numbers (ECELLN), the start cell numbers of the individual 
programs, are written in ascending order as shown in FIGS. 
41 and 42. In addition, program numbers are allocated, 
starting at 1, in the order in which the entry cell numbers are 
written. Consequently, the first entry number in the map 
(PGC_PGMAP) 306 must be #1. 

The cell playback information table (C_PBIT) 307 
defines the order in which the cells in the PGC are played 
back. In the cell playback information table (C_PBIT) 307, 
pieces of the cell playback information (C_PBIT) are 
written consecutively as shown in FIG. 43. Basically, cells 
are played back in the order of cell number. The cell 
playback information (C_JPBIT) contains a cell category 
(C„CAT) as playback information (P_PBI) as shown in 
FIG. 42. Written in the cell category (C_CAT) are a cell 
block mode indicating whether the cell is one in the block 
and if it is, whether the cell is the first one, a cell block type 
indicating whether the cell is not part of the block or is one 
in an angle block, and an STC discontinuity flag indicating 
whether the system time clock (STC) must be set again. 
Here, a cell block is defined as a set of cells with a specific 
angle. The change of the angle is realized by changing the 
cell block. Taking baseball as example, the changing from an 
angle block of shooting scenes from the infield to an angle 
block of shooting scenes from the outfield corresponds to the 

Further written in the cell category (C„CAT) are a cell 
playback mode indicating whether the contents of the cell 
are played back continuously or made still at one video 
object unit (VOBU) to another in the cell, and cell naviga- 
tion control indicating whether the picture is made still after 
the playback of the cell or indicating the rest time. 

As shown in FIG. 42, the playback information (P_PBI) 
in the cell playback information table (CJPBIT) 307 con- 
tains the cell playback time (C_PBTM) representing the 
total playback time of the PGC. When the PGC has an angle 
cell block, the playback time of the angle cell number 1 
represents the playback time of the angle block, Further 
written in the cell playback information table (C_PBIT) 307 
are the start address (C_FVOBU_SA) of the first video 
object unit (VOBU) 285 in the cell expressed by the number 
of logical blocks, relative to the first logical block in the 
video object unit (VOBU) 285 in which the cell is recorded 
and the start address (C„LVOBU_SA) of the end video 
object unit (VOBU) 285 in the cell expressed by the number 
of logical blocks, relative to the first logical block in the 
video object unit (VOBU) 285 in which the cell is recorded. 

The cell position information table (C_POSI) 308 speci- 
fies the identification numbers (VOB_ID) of the video 
objects (VOB) in the cell used in the PGC and the cell 
identification number (CJD). In the cell position informa- 
tion table (C_POSI), pieces of cell position information 
(C_POSI) corresponding to the cell numbers written in the 
cell playback information table (CJPBIT) 307 as shown in 
FIG. 43 are written in the same order as in the cell playback 
information table (C_PBIT). The cell position information 
(C_POSI) contains the identification numbers (C_VOB_ 
IDN) of the video object units (VOBS) 285 in the cell and 
the cell identification number (C_IDN) as shown in FIG. 
46. 

Further, the structure of the video title set PGCI unit table 
(VTSM_PGCI_UT) 311 shown in FIG. 33 is explained 
with reference to FIGS. 47 to 52. The video title set PGCI 
unit table (VTSM„PGCI_UT) 311 has substantially the 
same structure as the VMGM„PGCI unit table 280 shown 
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in FIG, 23. That is, in the VMGM_PGCI unit table 
(VTSM„PGCI_UT) 311, VTS menu PGCI unit table infor- 
mation (VTSM_PGCLUTI) 350 is first described as 
shown in FIG. 47, then VTS menu language unit search 
pointers (VMGM_LU__SRP) 351 of a necessary number n 5 
corresponding to the number n of languages are successively 
described, and the VTS menu language unit (VTSM_LU) 
352 searched for by the search pointer is described. 

In the VTS menu PGCI unit table information (VTSM„ 
PGCLUTI) 350, the number (VTSM_LU„Ns) of VTSM 10 
language units (VTSM__LU) and the end address (VTSM 
PGCLULEA) of the VTSMJGCI unit table (VMGM„ 
PGCLUT) 311 are described as shown in FIG. 48. In each 
of n video manager menu language unit search pointers 
(VTSM„LU_SRP) 351 prepared for respective languages, 15 
the language code (VTSM„LCD) of the VTS menu and the 
start address (VTSM_LU__SA) of the VTS menu (VTSM) 
language unit (VTSM_LU) 252 are described as shown in 
FIG. 47. The end address (VTSM„PGCLUT_EA) of 
VTSMJGCLUT 280 and the start address (VTSM__ 20 
LALSA) of VTSM„LU 352 are described by use of the 
logical block number from the first block of the VTSM_ 
PGCI unit table (VTSMJGCLUT) 311. 

In each of n VTSM language units (VTSM^LU) 352 
prepared for respective languages, VTSM menu language 2 s 
unit information (VTSM^LUI) 353 and VTSMJGCI 
search pointers (VTSM JGCLSRP) 354 of a number 
corresponding to the number of menu program chains are 
provided as shown in FIG. 50, and VTSM_PGC informa- 
tion items (VTSM_PGCI) 355 searched for by the search 30 
pointers and corresponding in number to the menu program 
chains are provided as shown in FIG. 50. 

In each language unit information (VTSM__LUI) 353, the 
number (VMGMJGCLNs) of VMGMJGCIs and the 
end address (VTSMJJJLEA) of the language unit infor- 35 
mation (VTSM_LUI) are described as shown in FIG. 51. 
Further, in the VTSM„_PGCI search pointer (VTSM_ 
PGCLSRP), the VTSM _PGC category (VTSM_PGC_ 
CAT) and the start address (VTSM_PGCI_SA) of VTSM„ 
PGCI are described as shown in FIG. 52. The end address 40 
(VTSM_LULEA) of VTSM_LUI and the start address 
(VTSM_PGCI SA) of VTSM_PGCI are described by the 
relative logical block number from the head byte of VTSM„_ 
LU. As the VTSM_PGC category (WSM_PGC_.CAT), 
information indicating that the program chain is an entry 45 
program chain or title menu is described. 

As explained with reference to FIG. 17, a cell 284 is a set 
of video object units (VOBU) 285. A video object unit 
(VOBU) 285 is defined as a pack train starting with a 
navigation (NV) pack 286. Therefore, the start address so 
(C_FVOBU_SA) of the first video object unit (VOBU) 285 
in a cell 284 is the start address of the NV pack 286. As 
shown in FIG. 53, the NV pack 286 consists of a pack header 
310, a system header 311, and two packets of navigation 
data— a presentation control information (PCI) packet 116 55 
and a data search information (DSI) packet 117. As many 
bytes as shown in FIG. 53 are allocated to the respective 
sections so that one pack may contain 2048 bytes corre- 
sponding to one logical sector. The NV pack is placed 
immediately in front of the video pack containing the first 60 
data item in the group of pictures (GOP). Even when the 
object unit 285 contains no video pack, an NV pack is placed 
at the head of the object unit containing audio packs or/and 
sub-picture packs. As with an object unit containing video 
packs, even with an object unit containing no video pack, the 65 
playback time of the object unit is determined on the basis 
of the unit in which video is reproduced. 
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Here, GOP is determined in the MPEG standard and is 
defined as a data train constituting a plurality of screens as 
explained earlier. Specifically, GOP corresponds to com- 
pressed data. Expanding the compressed data enables the 
reproduction of a plurality of frames of image data to 
reproduce moving pictures. The pack header 310 and system 
header 311 are defined in the MPEG 2 system layer. The 
pack header 310 contains a pack start code, a system clock 
reference (SCR), and a multiplex rate. The system header 
311 contains a bit rate and a stream ID. The packet header 
112, 114 of each of the PCI packet 116 and DSI packet 117 
contains a packet start code, a packet length, and a stream ID 
as determined in the MPEG2 system layer. 

As shown in FIG. 54, another video, audio, or sub-picture 
pack 288, 289, 280, or 291 consists of a pack header 120, 
packet header 121, and a packet 122 containing the corre- 
sponding data as determined in the MPEG2 system layer. Its 
pack length is determined to be 2048 bytes. Each of these 
packs is aligned with the boundaries between logical blocks. 

The PCI data (PCI) 313 in the PCI packet 316 is navi- 
gation data used to make a presentation, or to change the 
contents of the display, in synchronization with the playback 
of the video data in the VOB unit (VOBU) 285. Specifically, 
as shown in FIG. 55, the PCI data (PCI) 313 contains PCI 
general information (PCLGI) as information on the entire 
PCI and angle information (NSMLS^ANGLI) as each piece 
of jump destination angle information in angle change. The 
PCI general information (PCLGI) contains the address 
(NV_PCK_LBN) of the NV pack (NV_PCK) 286 in 
which the PCI 313 is recorded as shown in FIG. 56, the 
address being expressed in the number of blocks, relative to 
the logical sector of VOBU 285 in which the PCI 313 is 
recorded. The PCI general information (PCLGI) contains 
the category (VOBU„CAT) of VOBU 285, the start play- 
back time (VOBU_S_PTM) of VOBU 285, and the end 
playback time (VOBU_EPTM) of VOBU 285. Here, the 
start PTS (VOBU_SPTS) of VOBU 285 indicates the 
playback start time (start presentation time) of the video data 
in the VOBU 285 containing the PCI 313. The playback start 
time is the first playback start time in the VOBU 285. 
Normally, the first picture corresponds to the playback start 
time of I picture (intra-picture) in the MPEG standard. The 
end PTS (VOBUJEPTS) in the VOBU 285 indicates the 
playback end time (end presentation time) of the VOBU 285 
containing the PCI 313. 

DSI data (DSI) 315 in the DSI packet 317 shown in FIG. 
53 is navigation data used to search for the VOB unit 
(VOBU) 285. The DSI data (DSI) 315 contains DSI general 
information (DSLGI), seamless information (SML_PBI), 
angle information (SML„AGLI), address information 
(NV__PCK_ADI) on a navigation pack, and synchronizing 
playback information (SYNCI) as shown in FIG. 57. 

The DSI general information (DSLGI) contains infor- 
mation about the entire DSI 315. Specifically, as shown in 
FIG. 58, the DSI general information (DSLGI) contains the 
system clock reference (NV_PCK_SCR) for the NV pack 
286. The system clock reference (NV_PCK_SCR) is stored 
in the system time clock (STC) built in each section of FIG. 
1. On the basis of the STC, video, audio, and sub-picture 
packs are decoded at the video, audio, and sub-picture 
decoders 58, 60, and 62 and the monitor 6 and the speaker 
8 reproduce images and sound, respectively. The DSI gen- 
eral information (DSLGI) contains the start address (NV_ 
PCK_LBN) of the NV pack (NV_PCK) 286 containing the 
DSI 315 expressed by the number of logical sectors (RLSN), 
relative to the first logical sector in the VOB set (VOBS) 282 
containing the DSI 315, and the address (VOBU__EA) of the 
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last pack in the VOB unit (VOBU) 285 containing the DSI 
315 expressed by the number of logical sectors (RLSN), 
relative to the first logical sector in the VOB unit (VOBU). 

Furthermore, the DSI general information (DSI_GI) con- 
tains the end address (VOBU J? JA) of the V pack 5 
(V JCK) 288 containing the last address of the first I 
picture in the VOBU expressed by the number of logical 
sectors (RLSN), relative to the first logical sector in the VOB 
unit (VOBU) containing the DSI 315, and the identification 
number (VOBU_IP„IDN) of the VOBU 283 containing the io 
DSI 315 and the identification number (VOBU_C_IDN) of 
the cell in which the DSI 315 is recorded. 

The navigation pack address information of DSI contains 
the addresses of a specified number of navigation packs. 
Video fast-forward etc. are effected, referring to the 15 
addresses. The synchronizing information (SYNCI) includes 
address information on the sub-pictures and audio data 
reproduced in synchronization with the playback start time 
of the video data in the VOB unit (VOBU) containing DSI 
315. Specifically, as shown in FIG. 59, the start address 20 
(A_SYNCA) of the target audio pack (A_PCK) 291 is 
expressed by the number of logical sectors (RLSN), relative 
to the NV pack (NVJCK) 286 in which DSI 315 is 
recorded. When there are more than one audio stream (8 
audio streams maximum), as many pieces of synchronizing 
information (SYNCI) as there are audio streams are written. 
Furthermore, the synchronizing information (SYNCI) 
includes the address (SP_SYNCA) of the NV pack (NV___ 
PCK) 286 of the VOB unit (VOBU) 285 containing the 
target audio pack (SPJCK) 291, the address being 30 
expressed by the number of logical sectors (RLSN), relative 
to the NV pack (NV_PCK) 286 in which DSI 315 is 
recorded. When there are more than one sub-picture stream 
(32 sub-picture streams maximum), as many pieces of 
synchronizing information (SYNCI) as there are sub-picture 35 

Hereinafter, the operation of reproducing the movie data 
for Karaoke from the optical disk 10 with the logic formats 
shown in FIGS. 15 to 59 will be explained with reference to 4Q 
FIG. 1. In FIG. 1, the solid-line arrows between blocks 
indicate data buses and the broken-line arrows between 
blocks represent control buses. 

With the optical disk apparatus of FIG. 1, when the power 
supply is turned on and an optical disk 10 is loaded, the 45 
system CPU section 50 reads the initial operation program 
from the system ROM/RAM 52 and operates the disk drive 
section 30. Then, the disk drive section 30 starts to read the 
data from the lead-in area 27 and then from the volume and 
file structure area 70 next to the lead-in area 27 determining 50 
a volume structure and a file structure in accordance with 
ISO-9660. Specifically, to read the data from the volume and 
file structure area 270 located in a specific position on the 
optical disk 10 set in the disk drive section 30, the system 
CPU section 50 gives a read instruction to the disk drive 55 
section 30 to read the contents of the volume and file 
structure area 270, and stores the data temporarily in the data 
RAM section 56 via the system processor section 54. The 
system CPU section 50 extracts information about the 
recording position and recording size of each file and 60 
management information necessary for other managing 
actions via the path table and directory record stored in the 
data RAM section 56, and transfers and stores these pieces 
of information in specific locations in the system ROM/ 
RAM section 52. 65 

Then, the system CPU section 50 acquires a video man- 
ager 271 composed of files, starting with file number 0, by 
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reference to the information about the recording position and 
recording capacity of each file in the system ROM/RAM 
section 52. Specifically, referring to the recording position 
and recording capacity of each file acquired from the system 
ROM/RAM section 52, the system CPU section 50 gives a 
read instruction to the disk drive section 30, acquires the 
positions and sizes of a plurality of files constituting the 
video manager 271 existing on the root directory, reads the 
video manager 271, and stores it in the data RAM section 56 
via the system processor section 54. 

Now, the operation effected until the video manager menu 
for selection of karaoke is displayed is explained with 
reference to FIG. 60. When the menu search process is 
started as shown in the step S10, the volume manager 
information management table (VMGLMAT) 278 which is 
the first table of the video manager 271 is searched. By the 
searching operation, the start address (VMGM JGCL_ 
UT_SA) of the VMGM_PGCI unit table (VMGM„ 
PGCLUT) 280 for the video manager menu (VMGM) is 
acquired. The VMGM _PGCI unit table 280 is acquired, the 
number (a) of language units (VMGM JU__Ns) of the 
video manager is derived from the table information 
(VMGM_PGCI_UTI) of the table (VMGM_PGCI_UT) 
280, and as shown in the step SU, acquisition of the search 
pointer (VMGM_LU_SRP) of the first #1 (n=l) VMGM„. 
LU is determined. Then, the search pointer (VMGM JU_ 
SRP) of VMGM_LU is acquired. Next, it is determined in 
the step S13 whether the language code (=b) (VMGM_ 
LCD) described in the search pointer (VMGM_LU_SRP) 
of VMGM JU coincides with the language code (=B) 
specified in the reproducing apparatus, that is, the default 
language code. If the language codes do not coincide with 
each other, the number of the search pointer is incremented 
(n=n+l) as shown in the step S12 and whether the incre- 
mented number n exceeds the number (a) of the language 
units (VMGM_LU_Ns) of the video manager menu or not 
is determined. When the number n is set larger than the 
number (a) of the language units (VMGM__LU_Ns) of the 
video manager menu, the retrieving operation for the video 
manager menu (VMGM) is terminated as shown in the step 
S16. When the number n is smaller than the number (a) of 
the language units (VMGM JU_Ns) of the video manager 
menu, the process returns to the step S12, then the n-th 
VMGM JU search pointer (VMGM_LU_SRP) is 
acquired and the steps S13 to S15 are effected again. 

If it is determined in the step S13 that the language code 
(«b) (VMGM JCD) described in the search pointer 
(VMGM JU JRP) of VMGM JU coincides with the 
language code (=B) specified in the reproducing apparatus, 
that is, the default language code, a VMGM language unit 
(VMGM JU) 252 corresponding to the language code 
described in the search pointer (VMGM JU_SRP) of 
VMGM JU is acquired as shown in the step S17. The 
number (VMGM_PGCI_Ns) of VMGM JGCIs is 
derived from VMGM language unit information (VMGM_ 
LUI). Next, the VMGMJGC category (VMGM JGC_ 
CAT) is acquired from the VMGM JGCI search pointer 
(VMGMJGCIJRP) 254 as shown in the step S18. 
Therefore, the VMGMJGC number corresponding to the 
menu ID (="0010") and corresponding to the entry type (=1) 
is acquired from the VMGMJGC category (VMGM_ 
PGCJAT). The menu ID (="0001") corresponds to the 
VMGM title menu. The VMGMJGC start address corre- 
sponding to the acquired VMGMJGC number is acquired 
from the VMGM JGCI search pointer (VMGM JGCI_ 
SRP), and corresponding PGC is acquired from the VMGM 
video object set (VMGM JOBS) 276 and PGC is repro- 
duced as shown in the step S19. 
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Therefore, a VMG menu shown in FIG. 61 is displayed as 
one example. With the above menu, one of the video title set 
containing collections of hit songs sung by singers, in this 
example, Beatles hit song collection and Elvis Presley hit 
song collection (1-a, 1-b) and the video title set correspond- 
ing to the karaoke thereof, in this example, Beatles karaoke 
hit song collection and Elvis Presley karaoke hit song 
collection (2-a, 2-b) can be selected. When the karaoke hit 
song collections (by singers) are selected by operating a 
corresponding key on the key operating and displaying 
section 4 according to the menu, the menu of the video title 
set for karaoke is reproduced according to the flowchart 
shown in FIG. 62. 

At the time of reproduction of the video manager menu, 
the system CPU section 50 acquires the stream numbers of 
video, audio, sub-picture for volume menu described in the 
information management table (VMGLMAT) 78 of the 
volume manager (VMGI) 75 and attribute information items 
thereof and parameters for reproduction of the video man- 
ager menu are set into the video decoder section 58, audio 
decoder section 60 and sub-picture decoder section 62 based 
on the attribute information. Further, the video processing 
section 201, audio processing section 202, audio mixing 
section 203 and sub-picture reproduction processing section 
207 in the D/A and reproduction processing section 64 are 
set according to the attribute information. 

When the searching operation for the video title set menu 
is started as shown in the step S20 of FIG. 62, the title set 
search pointer table (TT__SRPT) 279 is transferred to a 
preset location of the system ROM & RAM section 52 and 
stored therein by the above searching operation. Next, the 
system CPU section 50 acquires the end address of the title 
search pointer table (TLSRPT) 279 from the title search 
pointer table information (TSPTI) 292 and acquires a video 
title set number (VTSN), program chain number (PGCN) 
corresponding to an entry number and the start address 
(VTS„SA) of the video title set from the title search pointer 
(TT_SRP) 293 corresponding to the entry number from the 
key operating and displaying section 4. The system CPU 
section 50 acquires a target title set from the start address 
(VTS„SA) of the title set. 

Next, as shown in FIG. 33, video title set information 
(VTSI) 294 of the title set is acquired from the start address 
(VTS SA) of the video title set 272 shown in FIG. 21. The 
end address (VTSLMAT_EA) of the video title set infor- 
mation management table (VTSLMAT) 298 shown in FIG. 
34 is acquired from the management table (VTSLMAT) 
298 of video title set information of the video title set 
information (VTSI) 294. Further, based on the stream num- 
bers (VTS„AST^Ns, VTS^SPST^Ns) of audio and sub- 
picture data and attribute information items (VTSLVLATR, 
VTS__A_ATR, VTS„_SPSLATR) of video, audio and 
sub-picture data, the respective portions of the reproducing 
apparatus shown in FIG. 1 are set according to the attributes 
thereof. That is, the video processing section 201, audio 
processing section 202, audio mixing section 203 and sub- 
picture reproduction processing section 207 in the D/A and 
reproduction processing section 64 are set according to the 
attribute information thereof. Further, it is determined that 
the video title set is karaoke based on the VTS category 
(VTS__CAT) and the respective portions of the reproducing 
apparatus are set for karaoke reproduction. That is, the 
respective portions of the reproducing apparatus are set for 
karaoke reproduction in the same manner as in the case of 
the operation explained with reference to FIGS. 12 and 13. 

The start address (VTSM_PGCLUT_SA) of the 
VTSM„PGCI unit table (VTS_PGCLUT) 300 for the 
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video title set menu (VTSM) is acquired from the video title 
set information management table (VTSLMAT) 298 by the 
searching operation. Therefore, the VTSM_PGCI unit table 
300 is acquired and the number (a) of video title menu 
language units (VTSM_„LU_Ns) is acquired from the table 
information (VTS„PGCI_UTI) 300, and acquisition of the 
first #1 (n=l) VTSM_LU search pointer (VTSM_UL 
SRP) 351 is determined as shown in the step S21. The search 
pointer (VMGM_LU„SRP) 351 of VMGM„LU 352 is 

10 acquired as shown in the step S22. Whether the language 
code (=b) (VTSM_LCD) described in the search pointer 
(VMGM_ULSRP) 351 of VMGM^LU 352 coincides 
with the language code (=B) specified in the reproducing 
apparatus, that is, the default language code or not is 

15 determined as shown in the step S23. If the language codes 
do not coincide with each other, the number of the search 
pointer is incremented (n=n+l) as shown in the step S24 and 
whether the incremented number n exceeds the number (a) 
of the language units (VTSM_LU_Ns) of the video title set 

20 menu or not is determined. When the number n is set larger 
than the number (a) of the language units (VTSM_LU_Ns) 
of the video title set menu, the retrieving operation for the 
video title set menu (VTSM) is terminated as shown in the 
step S26. When the number n is smaller than the number (a) 

2 5 of the language units ( VTSM_LU_Ns) of the video title set 
menu, the process returns to the step S22, then the n-th 
VTSM___LU search pointer (VTSM_ LU_ SRP) 351 is 
acquired and the steps S23 to S25 are effected again. 
If it is determined in the step S23 that the language code 

30 (=b) (VTSMJXD) described in the search pointer 
(VMGMJJLSRP) 351 of VTSM_LU coincides with the 
language code (=B) specified in the reproducing apparatus, 
that is, the default language code, the VTSM language unit 
(VTSM_LU) 352 corresponding to the language code 

35 described in the search pointer (VMGM_LU_SRP) 351 of 
VTSM__LU is acquired as shown in the step S27. Then, the 
number (VTSM„PGCI_Ns) of VTSM JGCIs is acquired 
from the VTSM language unit information (VTSM_LUI). 
Next, as shown in the step S28, a VTSMJPGC category 

40 (VTSM„PGC„CAT) is acquired from the VTSM JGCI 
search pointer (VTSMJGCLSRP) 354. Therefore, a 
VTSM_PGC number corresponding to the menu ID 
(="0010") and corresponding to the entry type (=1) is 
acquired from the VTSM_PGC category (VTSM_PGC_ 

45 CAT). The menu ID (="0011" to "0111") corresponds to the 
VTSM audio language menu for selecting an audio 
language, VTSM program menu for selecting a program or 
another menus. The start address (VTSM_PGO_SA) of 
VTSM_jPGC corresponding to the acquired VTSMJGC 

50 number is acquired from the VTSMJGCI search pointer 
(VTSM _PGCLSRP), and corresponding PGC is acquired 
from the VTSM video object set (VTSM^VOBS) 276 and 
PGC is reproduced as shown in the step S29. 
Therefore, a VTS menu shown in FIG. 63 is displayed as 

55 one example. The above menu provides a video title set, in 
this example, a video title set corresponding to an Elvis 
Presley karaoke hit song collection and one of the program 
chains (PGCs) of the first to n-th hit songs can be selected. 
When a karaoke song is selected by operating a correspond- 

60 ing key on the key operating and displaying section 4 
according to the menu, a sub-menu, for example, a menu for 
selecting lyric lines as shown in FIG. 64 is displayed. That 
is, since 32 sub-picture streams are prepared as the sub- 
picture as explained before, the karaoke provider can pre- 

65 pare lyric lines of various languages such as English, 
Japanese, German, French and display the sub-picture of 
corresponding language in synchronism with the music by 
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use of synchronizing information (SYNCI) shown in FIG. 
59. Further, a menu for selecting one of the eight audio 
streams can be prepared as another sub-menu. That is, the 
audio stream containing only the musical performance, the 
audio stream containing the musical performance to which 5 
a guide melody is attached, or the audio stream containing 
the musical performance together with the partner's voice of 
a duet can be selected. When one of the selectable items is 
selected from the menu, a program chain corresponding to 
the selected song is reproduced. 10 

When the menu (VTSM) for the video title set (VTS) is 
simple in structure, the start address (VTSM_VOB_SA) of 
the video object set (VTSM_VOB) 295 for menu of the 
video title set is acquired from the video title set information 
management table (VTSI_M AT) 298 shown in FIG. 34 and 15 
the menu of the video title set is displayed by the video 
object set (VTSM_VOB) 295. 

The sub-picture stream and audio stream are changed 
according to the flowchart shown in FIG. 65. First, selection 
of the sub-picture stream or audio stream or change thereof 20 
is specified on the menu as shown in the step S30. In this 
example, it is supposed that the X-th stream is specified. 
After the specification, the number (n) of audio streams or 
the number (n) of sub-picture streams is acquired from 
VTS_AST„Ns or VTS_SPST_Ns of the VTS manage- 2 5 
ment table (VTS__MAT) 298 in the video title set which is 
now selected as shown in the step S31. Whether the selected 
X-th stream is smaller than the number (n) of the streams is 
determined as shown in the step S32. If the number X of the 
selected stream is larger than the number n of the streams, 30 
it is determined that a corresponding stream is not present 
and the stream selecting operation is interrupted. If the 
number X of the selected stream is smaller than the number 
n of the streams, PGCI_AST_CTL or PGCI_SPST_CTL 
is acquired as audio or sub-picture stream control informa- 35 
tion on a stream which is available in the selected PGC from 
the PGCI general information (PGCI_GI) 305 correspond- 
ing to the selected PGC as shown in the step S33. If the 
selected stream of the number X is not contained in the m 
available streams as shown in the step S34, it is determined 40 
that a corresponding stream is not present and the stream 
selecting operation is interrupted. If the selected stream of 
the number X is contained in the m available streams as 
shown in the step S34, the audio stream attribute (VTS_ 
AST^SPST) or sub-picture stream attribute (VTS_SPST__ 45 
SPST) of the selected stream of the number X is acquired as 
shown in the step S35. According to the acquired attribute, 
attribute parameters are set as shown in the step S36. Next, 
the stream number X is set as a system parameter as shown 
in the step S37. If the stream number is thus specified, the 50 
operation of selecting and reproducing a specific stream is 
terminated as shown in the step S38. 

When a program chain, that is, a concrete song is specified 
on the key operating and displaying section 4, a target 
program chain is searched for according to the following 55 
procedure. The searching procedure for the program chain is 
not limited to the program chain for the titles in the video 
title set and the same procedure can be used for searching for 
the program chain for the menu in a case where the menu is 
constructed by the program chains in a relatively compli- 60 
cated form. The start address of the program chain infor- 
mation table (VTS_PGCIT) 300 in the video title set (VTS) 
shown in FIG. 34 which is described in the management 
table (VTSLMAT) 298 of the video title set information 
(VTSI) 294 is acquired and information (VTS_PGCIT_I) 65 
302 of the VTS program chain information table shown in 
FIG. 36 is fetched. The number (VTS_PGC_Ns) of the 
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program chains shown in FIG. 37 and the end address 
(VTS__PGCIT_EA) of the table 300 are acquired from the 
information (VTS_PGCIT_I) 302. 

When the number of the program chain is specified by 
means of the key operating and displaying section 4, the 
category (VTS_JPGCIT_CAT) of the program chain shown 
in FIG. 38 and the start address of the VTS_JPGC informa- 
tion 104 corresponding to the search pointer (VTS_ 
PGCIT_SRP) 303 are acquired from the VTS_PGCIT 
search pointer (VTS_PGCIT_SRP) 303 shown in FIG. 36 
and corresponding to the specified number. Based on the 
category of the program chain, it is determined that a 
corresponding program chain is karaoke. Further, the pro- 
gram chain general information (PGC_GI) shown in FIG. 
39 is read out by use of the start address (VTS_PGCI_SA). 
The category of the program chain (PGC) is also acquired by 
use of the general information (PGC__GI). Further, repro- 
duction time (PGC__CAT, PGC„PB_TIME) is acquired by 
use of the general information (PGC_GI), and the start 
addresses (C^PBIT_SA, C_POSIT_SA) of the cell repro- 
ducing information table (C_PBIT) and cell position infor- 
mation table (C_POSIT) 108 described in the general 
information (PGCLGI) are acquired. Further, an identifier 
(C_VOB_IDN) for the video object and a cell identifier 
number (C_JDN)s shown in FIG. 46 are acquired as cell 
position information (C_POSI) shown in FIG. 45 from the 

Further, cell reproducing information (C_PBI) shown in 
FIG. 44 is acquired from the start address (C„POSIT_SA), 
and the start address (C_FVOBU_SA) of the first VOBU 
85 and the start address (C_LVOBU_S A) of the last VOBU 
in the cell of FIG. 42 described in the reproduction infor- 
mation (C_PBI) are acquired and a target cell is searched 
for. The cell reproducing order is set by sequentially deter- 
mining the reproducing cells 284 by referring to the map of 
programs of FIG. 41 in the PGC program map (PGC_ 
PGMAP) 306 shown in FIG. 39. The thus determined data 
cells 284 of the program chain are sequentially read out from 
the video object set 296 and input to the data RAM section 
56 via the system processor section 54. The data cell 284 is 
supplied to and decoded by the video decoder section 58, 
audio decoder section 60 and sub-picture decoder section 
62, subjected to the signal conversion by the D/A and 
reproduction processing section 64, and an image is repro- 
duced on the monitor section 6 and sounds are reproduced 
from the speaker sections 8, 9. 

The karaoke reproducing operation may be understood by 
referring to the description already explained with reference 
to FIGS. 12, 13, and 14Ato 14F for reproduction of karaoke 
from the optical disk for the initial version. In the explana- 
tion for FIGS. 12, 13 and 14A to 14F, the sequence is 
replaced by the program chain. 

In the above explanation, it is supposed that audio data 
with voice corresponds to a certain title set and karaoke 
corresponds to another title set, but it should be understood 
that all of the title sets may be provided for karaoke. 

Further, the following karaoke songs can be prepared for 
respective title sets or for respective program chains. For 
example, collections of songs classified by generations may 
be prepared for respective title sets or for respective program 
chains. For example, hit song collections in the 1960's and 
1980's may be prepared for respective title sets or for 
respective program chains. Further, songs classified by sing- 
ers may be prepared for respective title sets or for respective 
program chains. For example, title sets or program chains 
for Beatles hit song collections and Elvis Presley hit song 
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collections may be prepared. In addition, songs classified by 
genre, for example, country song collections, songs classi- 
fied by singing mode, for example, song collections for solo 
or duet may be prepared for respective title sets or for 
respective program chains. 

In a case where the collection of songs is specified by the 
program chain, each program corresponds to a karaoke song. 

Referring to FIGS. 66 to 71, explained next will be a 
method of recording data on the optical disk 10 on and from 
which the video data is recorded and reproduced in the logic 
formats shown in FIGS. 15 to 59 and a recording system to 
which the recording method is applied. 

FIG. 66 shows an encoder system that creates a video file 
88 of a title set 84 whose video data is encoded. In the 
system of FIG. 66, for example, a videotape recorder (VTR) 
201, an audiotape recorder (ATR) 202, and a sub-picture 
source 203 are used as sources of the main video data, audio 
data, and sup-picture data. Under the control of a system 
controller (Sys con) 205, they create the main video data, 
audio data, and sup-picture data, which are supplied to a 
video encoder (VENC) 206, an audio encoder (AENC) 207, 
and a sub-picture encoder (SPENC) 208, respectively. Under 
the control of the system controller (Sys con) 205, these 
encoders 206, 207, and 208 perform A/D conversion of the 
main video data, audio data, and sup-picture data and encode 
them by the respective compression schemes. The encoded 
main video data, audio data, and sub-picture data (Comp 

210, 211, and 212. The main video data, audio data, and 
sub-picture data (Comp Video, Comp Audio, Comp Sub- 
pict) are outputted to a file formatter (FFMT) 214 under the 
control of the system controller (Sys con) 205, which 
converts them so that they may have a file structure of video 
data for the system as explained earlier. Then, under the 
control of the system controller (Sys con) 205, the setting 
conditions for each data item and the management informa- 
tion including attributes are stored in a memory 216 in the 
form of files. 

Explained next will be a standard flow of an encoding 
process in the system controller (Sys con) 205 that creates a 
file from video data. 

According to the flow of FIG. 67, the main video data and 
audio data are encoded and the encoded main video data and 
audio data (Comp Video, Comp Audio) are supplied. 
Specifically, when the encoding process is started, as shown 
in step S70 of FIG. 67, the parameters necessary for encod- 
ing the main video data and audio data are set. Part of the set 
parameters are stored in the system controller (Sys con) 205 
and at the same time, are used at the file formatter (FFMT) 
214. As shown in step S271, the main video data is pre- 
encoded using the parameters and the optimum distribution 
of the amount of codes is calculated. Then, on the basis of 
the code amount distribution obtained in the pre-encoding, 
the main video data is encoded as shown in step S272. At the 
same time, the audio data is also encoded at step S272. As 
shown in step in S273, if necessary, the main video data is 
partially encoded again and the reencoded portion of the 
main video data is replaced with the old one. Through the 
series of steps, the main video data and audio data are 
encoded. Furthermore, as shown in steps S274 and S275, the 
sub-picture data is encoded and the encoded sub-picture data 
(Comp Sub-pict) is supplied. Namely, the parameters nec- 
essary for encoding the sub-picture data are set. As shown in 
step S274, part of the parameters are stored in the system 
controller (Sys con) 205 and used in the file formatter 
(FFMT) 214. On the basis of the parameters, the sub-picture 
data is encoded. By the process, the sup-picture data is 
encoded. 



According to the flow of FIG. 68, the encoded main video 
data, audio data, and sup-picture data (Com Video, Com 
Audio, Comp Sub-pict) are combined and converted so as to 
form a video data title set structure as explained in FIGS. 15 
and 59. 

Specifically, as shown in step S276, a cell is set as the 
smallest unit of the video data and cell playback information 
on the cell (C_PBI) is created. Then, as shown in step S277, 
the structure of the cells constituting a program chain and the 

1 main video, sub-picture, and audio attributes (the informa- 
tion obtained in encoding the respective data items are used 
part of these attributes) are set. Then, as shown in FIG. 33, 
video title set information management table information 
(VTSLMAT) 278 including information on program chains 

i and a video title set program chain table (VTS_PGCIT) 300 
are created. At this time, as the need arises, a video title set 
direct access pointer table (VTS_DAPT) is also created. 
The encoded main video data, audio data, and sup-picture 
data (Com Video, Comp Audio, Comp Sub-pict) are subdi- 

] vided into specific packs. An NV pack is placed at the head 
of each VOBU so that playback can be effected in the order 
of time code of each data item. With the NV packs arranged 
this way, each data cell is positioned so that a video object 
(VOB) may be composed of a plurality of cells as shown in 

' FIG. 6. A set of such video objects is formatted into the title 
set structure. 

in the flow of FIG. 68, the program chain information 
(PGI) is obtained in the process of step S277 by using the 
database in the system controller (Sys con) 205 or entering 

5 data again as the need arises. 

FIG. 69 shows a disk formatter system that records on an 
optical disk the title set formatted as described above. In the 
disk formatter system of FIG. 69, the memories 220, 222 in 

. which the created title set is stored supply these file data 

' items to a volume formatter (VFMT) 226. The volume 
formatter (VFMT) 226 extracts the management informa- 
tion from the title sets 284, 286, produces a video manager 
71, and create the logic data to be recorded on the disk 10 

j in the arrangement of FIG. 15. Adisk formatter (DFMT) 228 
adds error correction data to the logic data created at the 
volume formatter (VFMT) 226, thereby reconverting the 
logic data into physical data to be recorded on the disk. A 
modulator 230 converts the physical data created at the disk 

. formatter (DFMT) 228 into the recording data to be recorded 
actually on the disk. Then, a recorder 232 records the 
modulated recording data on the disk 10. 

A standard flow for creating the aforementioned disk will 
be described by reference to FIGS. 70 and 71. FIG. 70 shows 

3 the flow of creating the logic data to be recorded on the disk 
10. Specifically, as shown in step S280, parameter data 
items, including the number of video data files, their 
arrangement, and the size of each video data file, are set first. 
Next, as shown in step S281, a video manager 71 is created 

5 from the set parameters and the video title set information 
281 in each video title set 72. Thereafter, as shown in step 
S282, the video manager 71 and video title set 72 are 
arranged in that order according to the corresponding logical 
block number, thereby creating the logic data to be recorded 

j on the disk 10. 

Thereafter, the flow of creating the physical data to be 
recorded on the disk as shown in FIG. 71 is executed. 
Specifically, as shown in step S283, the logic data is divided 
into units of a specific number of bytes, thereby forming 

5 error correction data. Next, as shown in step S284, the logic 
data divided into units of a specific number of bytes are 
combined with the created error correction data to form 
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physical sectors. Thereafter, as shown in step S285, physical 
data is created by combining physical sectors. In this way, 
the modulating process based on certain rules is performed 
on the physical data created in the flow of FIG. 71, thereby 
forming the recording data. Thereafter, the recording data is 
recorded on the disk 10. 

In the above embodiment, the optical disk of high-density 
recording type is explained as the recording medium, but 
this invention can be applied to another recording medium 
other than the optical disk, for example, this invention can 
also be applied to a magnetic disk or another type of 
recording medium on which data can be recorded with 
physically high recording density. 

According to this invention, a system suitable for a 
high-density disk formed on the assumption that it is used 
for karaoke can be provided. 

Additional advantages and modifications will readily 
occur to those skilled in the art. Therefore, the invention in 
its broader aspects is not limited to the specific details, 
representative devices, and illustrated examples shown and 
described herein. Accordingly, various modifications may be 
made without departing from the spirit or scope of the 
general inventive concept as defined by the appended claims 
and their equivalents. 

What is claimed is: 

1. A method for reproducing video data from a recording 
medium which includes a reproduction data area storing 
reproduction data containing video data, first audio data and 
sub-picture data, and a reproduction information area in 
which management information relating to the stored repro- 
duction data itself and reproduction information relating to 
the reproducing order of reproduction data are described and 
which is to be retrieved prior to reproduction of reproduction 
data, the management information containing information 
which indicates that the category of the first audio data 
relates to karaoke, comprising the steps of: 

retrieving video data and reproduction management infor- 
mation from the reproduction information area; 

acquiring category information from the retrieved man- 
agement information; 

converting the video data and sub-picture data into a 
video signal, and converting the retrieved audio data 
into an audio signal according to the acquired category; 

reproducing the converted video signal and audio signal. 

2. A method according to claim 1, wherein the sub-picture 
data contains a plurality of sub-picture data streams having 
different languages stored therein, and the management 
information contains selection information for selecting a 
desired sub-picture data stream. 

3. A method according to claim 1, wherein the reproduc- 
tion data contains second audio data, and the management 
information contains information indicating that the cat- 
egory of the second audio data relates to audio other than 
karaoke. 

4. A method according to claim 1, wherein the first video 
data contains a plurality of audio data streams in which 
karaoke data items of different musical compositions are 
stored, and the management information contains informa- 
tion for selecting a desired audio data stream. 

5. A method according to claim 1, wherein the reproduc- 
tion data contains synchronizing information relating to 
reproduction of sub-picture data and audio data reproduced 
together with video data. 

6. A method according to claim 1, wherein the manage- 
ment information contains attribute information relating to a 
reproducing system for the audio. 
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7. A method according to claim 1, wherein the reproduc- 
tion data contains menu video data for displaying a menu in 
which information relating to one of titles of musical com- 
positions and classifications of karaoke which can be 
selected is displayed. 

8. A method according to claim 1, wherein the reproduc- 
tion data contains management menu video data for display- 
ing a management menu in which information for selection 
of karaoke or another application is displayed. 

3 9. An apparatus for reproducing video data from a record- 
ing medium which includes a reproduction data area storing 
reproduction data containing video data, first audio data and 
sub-picture data, and a reproduction information area in 
5 which management information relating to the stored repro- 
duction data itself and reproduction information relating to 
the reproducing order of reproduction data are described and 
which is to be retrieved prior to reproduction of reproduction 
data, the management information containing information 
3 which indicates that the category of the first audio data 
relates to karaoke, comprising: 

retrieving means for retrieving video data and reproduc- 
tion management information from the reproduction 
information area; 
acquisition means for acquiring category information 

from the retrieved management information; 
converting means for converting the video data and 
sub-picture data into a video signal, and converting the 
3 retrieved audio data into an audio signal according to 
the acquired category; and 
reproducing means for reproducing the converted video 

signal and audio signal. 
10. An apparatus according to claim 9, wherein the 
5 sub-picture data contains a plurality of sub-picture data 
streams having different languages stored therein, and the 
management information contains selection information for 
selecting a desired sub-picture data stream. 
3 11. An apparatus according to claim 9, wherein the 
reproduction data contains second audio data, and the man- 
agement information contains information indicating that 
the category of the second audio data relates to audio other 
than karaoke. 

5 12. An apparatus according to claim 9, wherein the first 
video data contains a plurality of audio data streams in 
which karaoke data items of different musical compositions 
are stored, and the management information contains selec- 
tion information for selecting a desired audio data stream. 

j 13. An apparatus according to claim 9, wherein the 
reproduction data contains synchronizing information relat- 
ing to reproduction of sub-picture data and audio data 
reproduced together with video data. 

14. An apparatus according to claim 9, wherein the 
5 management information contains attribute information 

relating to a reproducing system for the audio. 

15. An apparatus according to claim 9, wherein the 
reproduction data contains menu video data for displaying a 
menu in which information relating to one of titles of 

) musical compositions and classifications of karaoke which 
can be selected is displayed. 

16. An apparatus according to claim 9, wherein the 
reproduction data contains management menu video data for 
displaying a management menu in which information for 

5 selection of karaoke or another application is displayed. 
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